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A Narrative Study on Practicum Experiences of Pre-service

Special Education Teachers'

Kyoung KIM*

(Korea International University)

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to understand the practicum experience of student teachers in the special
education. The subjects of this study were 21 student teachers who experienced student teaching at special
school. They each wrote 14-16 stories during student teaching for four weeks. Student teachers' stories
were analysed, categorized, and interpreted. The following results were emerged and discussed from these
student teachers' stories. First, student teachers had difficulties in adaptation to teaching society because of
an unfamiliar school culture at the beginning of student teaching. Second, the most burden that student
teachers felt during student teaching was teaching, but they acquired and acquired and developed practical
knowledge for teaching thorugh teaching practices. Third, student teachers had difficulties in understanding
and guiding children with diverse level of disorder, but they developed guiding know-how suitable to
situation of children during student teaching. Fourth, teaching experience gave student teachers opportunity
to reflect on teaching profession and confirm their identity as a special education teacher.

Key words : A narative study, Practicum experiences, Pre-service special education teachers'
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<Table 1> Background characteristics of practicum school pre-service special education teacher

practicum school character practicum pre-service special education teacher
school numbers

A school Dis;i}’iltiyc ;I;t:clil;cuslihool 6 A-1, A2, A-3, A4, A-5, A6

B school Dis;)‘;ﬁltiyc égteeclilzlcus‘jwol 7 B-1, B-2, B-3, B-4, B-5, B-6, B-7
C school Dis;ﬂ;c é;teeclilz;’“;ilhool 6 C-1, C-2, C-3, C-4, C-5, C-6

D school Dis;i})iltiyc érgteeclilzlcuslzilool 2 D-1, D-2
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