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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate professionalism and capabilities of speech language
pathologists. To this end, this study intended to propose a fundamental research for preparing measures for
establishing professionalism of speech language pathologists. This study investigated if there is difference in
gender, age, marital status, with or without children, type of workers, position, service area, employment
history, highest level of education, number of therapy targets, and office hours on 200 speech language
pathologists using a questionnaire survey produced based on precedent studies. According to the research
result, it was identified that there is a significant difference in recognition on whether personal variables of
speech language pathologists make effect on professionalism. Secondly, it was identified that there is a
significant difference in recognition on whether personal variables of speech language pathologists make

effect on capability as well.

To sum up, it has been verified that recognition on professionalism and

capability of speech language pathologists get affected by gender, age, marital status, having children or
not, type of worker, position, occupied location, employment history, highest level of education, number of

therapist targets, and office hours.
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<Table 1> Basic Information of Research Subjects

Vari able Description Frequency %
Male 42 20.9
Gender Female 159 79.1
20~30 years old 104 51.7
31~40 years old 62 30.8

Age
41~50 years old 26 12.9
50 years old or older 9 4.5
Marital Single 128 53.7
Status Married 73 36.3
. Yes 51 254
Children No 150 74.6
Private Rehabilitation Center 146 72.6
Hospital 15 7.5
Type of Welfare Center 14 7.0
Workplace Education Office 11 5.5
Daycare center 5 2.5
Other 10 5.0
Director 23 114
Position Director (holding concurrent position of manager) 12 6.0
Department Head(Manager) 28 139
Speech Therapist 138 68.7
Seoul 13 6.5
Gyeonggi-do 23 114
. Gyeongsang-do 81 40.3
Region Chungcheong-do 24 11.9
Jeonlla-do 47 234
Other 13 6.5
Less than 1 year 16 8.0
1 year ~ less than 3 years 56 279
Career 3 years ~ less than 5 years 50 249
5 years ~ less than 7 years 35 174
7 years ~ less than 10 years 25 124
10 years or more 19 9.5
Education College Graduate (Junior College of 2- and 3-year system) 13 6.5
Level College Graduate 123 61.2
Graduate School Student and Graduate School Graduate 65 323
2~3 persons 25 124
4~5 persons 26 12.9
N;z?;t:f 6~7 persons 80 39.8
8~9 persons 52 259
10 persons or more 18 9.0
5 hours or less 21 104
. 6~7 hours 54 26.9
Wﬁzl;’;lg 8 hours 83 413
9~10 hours 33 l6.4
10 hours or more 10 5.0
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<Table 2> Areas of each question

Classification

Item content

Number of

questions Cronbach’s a

1.
Professionalism

Understanding of current system and policies

Treatment goal setting

Professional knowledge

Diagnosis evaluation

Motivational technique

Short and long-term treatment plan

Data production ability

Necessity of feedback

Participation of research study and seminar

Team approach links

Reason for becoming a speech pathologist

Example as a speech pathologist

12 .86

2.
Capability

Capacity of speech therapy

Attainment of future goals

Professional ability

Conquest capability of difficult tasks

Pay

A sense of work pressure

Independent job performance

Professional treatment

Collecting up-to-date information

Worth as a speech language pathologist

Colleagues’ support

Response of therapy subjects

12 78
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<Table 3> Present condition of survey targets
Classifi . . .
cation Survey target Questionnaire recovery Valid data
Number of Number of Recovery rate Number of Ratio of valid
Speech cases cases %) cases data(%)
language (people) (people) ° (people) °
pathologist
300 213 71 200 66.7
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<Table 4> Background variables that affect professionalism of SLP

Variable Description Average SD t/F p Post Hoc Test
Male 3.31 744
Gender Female 346 757 -1.355 177 n/a
20~30 years old(a) 3.36 .647
31~40 years old(b) 3.46 .543
Age 41~50 years old(c) 348 615 20 04 d>a
50 years old or older (d) 4.10 460
Marital Single 3.36 .610
Status Married 356 o7 308 0 na
. Yes 3.55 710
Children No 339 577 1.583 115 n/a
Private Rehabilitation Center 3.50 .641
Hospital 3.29 .637
Type of Welfare Center 3.27 371
Workplace Education Office 3.11 382 1.666 145 a
Daycare center 3.07 .670
Other 3.48 .530
Director(a) 3.75 786
Director (holding concurrent position of
Position manager)(b) 3.62 7 3.590 .015* a>d
Department Head(Manager) (c) 3.47 534
Speech language pat hologists(d) 3.37 573
Seoul(a) 3.29 .862
Gyeonggi-do(b) 342 750
. Gyeongsang-do(c) 3.58 .506
Region Chungcheong-do(d) 361 612 00 005F d>a
Jeonlla-do(e) 3.16 .607
Other(f) 3.35 425
Less than 1 year(a) 3.47 818
1 year ~ less than 3 years(b) 3.24 .654
3 years ~ less than 5 years(c) 341 522
Carcer 5 ;Iears ~ less than 7 ;Iears(d) 3.48 .520 3.007 012 =b
7 years ~ less than 10 years(e) 3.47 478
10 years or more(f) 3.85 704
College Graduate (Junior College of 2- 285 705
Education and 3-year system)(a)
College Graduate(b) 3.39 .601 10.119  .000** c>a
Level Graduate School Student and Graduate 162 540
School Graduate(c) ' '
2~3 persons 333 .801
Number of 4~5 persons 3.30 577
. 6~7 persons 3.54 468 1.325 262 n/a
Patients 8-9 persons 336 671
10 persons or more 3.50 757
S hours or less(a) 3.21 .691
Working 6~7 hours(b) 3.38 .536
8hours(c) 3.33 .626 5.810 .000 d>a
Hour 9~10 hours(d) 382 491
10 hours or more(e) 3.74 .592

*p<0.05, **p<0.01
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<Table 5> background variables that affect capability of SLP
Varia Descrinti F D F Post Hoc
ble escription requency p Test
Male 331 .654
Gender Female 342 507 -1.148 253 n/a
20~30(a) 3.33 542
31~40(b) 341 .540 "
Age 41~50(c) 350 439 075 017 d>e
50 years old or olde(d) 3.95 .559
Marital Single 3.35 521
Status o] 5- Married 3.48 567 -1.667 097 n/a
. Yes 3.51 .677
Children No 336 482 1.747 .082 n/a
Private Rehabilitation Center 3.42 .568
Hospital 3.37 567
Type of Welfare Center 3.34 452
Workplace Education Office 3.20 218 630 677 a
Daycare center 3.13 411
Other 3.42 .530
Director(a) 3.54 .802
Dlrector' (holding concurrent posi 3.65 712
. tion of manager)(b)
Position Department He 2.385 .070 n/a
partmen
ad(Manager)(c) 3.23 520
Speech language pathologists(d) 3.38 463
Seoul(a) 3.25 7196
Gyeonggi-do(b) 3.36 .605
. Gyeongsang-do(c) 3.50 464 "
Region Chungcheong-do(d) 3.58 .605 3.170 009 a
Jeonlla-do(e) 3.17 507
Other(f) 3.39 277
Less than 1 year(a) 3.38 176
1 year ~ less than 3 years(b) 3.29 .549
3 years ~ less than 5 years(c) 3.38 430
Career 5 years ~ less than 7 years(d) 3.40 433 1727 130 na
7 years ~ less than 10 years () 342 482
10 years or more(f) 3.71 124
College Graduate (Junior College of 2- and 200 750
. 3-year system)(a)
Education
Level College Graduate(b) 3.36 507 8.885 .000%* c>a
Graduate School Student and Graduate School
3.56 493
Graduate(c)
2~3 persons 3.35 182
4~5 persons 3.32 487
Nl;rripert of 6~7 persons 3.47 433 .824 Sl n/a
atients 8~9 persons 3.32 .558
10 persons or more 3.46 .601
5 hours or less(a) 3.17 .693
. 6~7 hours(b) 341 442
k
W:Ir ne 8 hours(c) 331 543 3962 .004* d>a
ot 9~10 hours(d) 366 482
10 hours or more(e) 3.58 .530

#p<0.05, **p<0.01
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