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A Phenomenological Study on the English Learning
Experience of College Students

Ha-Jeong KIM - Hyo-Heon WON'
(Pukyong National University)

Abstract

This study was conducted to find the nature of English learning experienced by college students who
have studied the language as a required subject for 9 years since they were third grade in elementary
school. The participants in this study were eight college students from the area of Busan and
Gyeongsangnam-Do. The data were collected from June to November, 2016, and 2~3 times in-depth
interviews were performed, and Giorgi(1997)’s phenomenological method was applied to analyze the data.
As a result, 219 significant statements were derived, which were grouped 27 sub-components, and then
were divided into 7 categories of themes. The 7 themes are ‘pleasant initial encounter with English’,
‘English learning as a simple labor of brains’, ‘feeling like studying English not for the language learning
but for getting good grade’, ‘evaluating oneself and forming positive/negative perception of English on
what others do’, ‘taking a view that the real life English and studying it at school are distinct’, ‘believing
that English as a strong weapon for life even it’s often a source of problem’, and ‘having a mind of
one’s own learning goal and the way of learning English’. From the research findings, this study have
found what are the essential meanings of learning English for college students. It will be a toehold to plan
the efficient English learning coaching program for the elementary, middle, and high school students,
including their parents based on the results. And it will help to design the curriculum which will be
suitable for the Korean students.

Key words : Learning English, English learning experience, Phenomenological study
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<Table 1> Human Character of Research Participants
Participant Age Gender Grade Major Period of learning English

A 21 F 1 French language & Culture 14 years

B 22 F 3 Economics 15 years

C 23 F 4 Occupational Therapy 14 years

D 27 M 4 Mathematics 17 years

E 22 M 2 Agricultural Economics 12 years

F 21 M 2 Oriental Medicine 11 years

G 23 M 3 International Trade 14 years

H 21 F 3 Aviation Flight Service 14 years
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<Table 2> sub-components and themes of foreign language learning experience of college students

Sub-components

Themes

D

feeling wonderful and fun at first foreign language class

1. pleasant initial encounter

2) having an interest through various active learning . .
- with English
3) having confidence that they can learn a new language well
4) recurring vocabulary memorization like ‘simple labor of brains’
5) having no problem with the grade if one is good at memorizing textbook. 2. English learning as a
6) Grammar which isn’t interesting and is boring no matter how many ‘simple labor of brains’
times he has studied
7) English questions of College Scholastic Aptitude Test which are hard to
understand even translated in Korean ‘ _ )
8) study English only for passing the exam ; l.fe;elmg . hkf; lstudymg
9) feeling like having learned how to get good grades in school ne 1.s not for the anguailge
learning but for getting
10) Stressful English learning related to grades good grade
11) feeling the difference between studying English in school and foreign
language learning in real life
12) envying friends who have direct contact with foreign cultures
13) feeling relatively anxious about my ability to see friends who are 4. evaluating oneself and
good at english. forming positive/negative
14) Being embarrassed to fail to express properly or correctly perception of English on
15) the awareness of foreign language learning is changed by the influence | What others do
of teacher’s teaching method and education belief
16) ibsei\r;v%lsgtorglségltll and proud when communicating with foreigner even 5. taking a view that the
17) thinking that the purpose of studying English in school is different real . 11fe4 English and
from that in real life studying it at school are
18) individual images are formed for foreign languages distinct.
19) Feeling friendly and unfamiliar about English.
20) thinking that English is so familiar that one has to know well, if not, .. .
6. bel that English
he/she will be disadvantaged. a PS ft:rz)e;]mgweaaon’n%ol: hifi,z
21) Foreign language that is essential for more foreign culture experience even it’sg oftenpa source of
22) troublesome but inevitable English — feeling lik ill-fated relationship problem
23) thinking that foreign language is a kind of strong weapon to increase
one’s value.
24) thinking it is effective to induce interest through various media
25) thinking that vocabularies should be learned naturally and steadily as a | 5 having a mind of one’s
mother tongue from an early age. 0. 1 leamnin oal and the
w
26) hoping to learn foreign language communication first g & .
way of learning English.
27) hoping to feel satisfied of communication through foreign language
learning that can be used in real life.
oJu] 91 <& (significant statements)} 2771 2] 9] 1~3)
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