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Effects of Simple Street Education and Publicity on Changes in Citizen

Awareness of Micropterus salmoides

Hyeon-Jae LEE - Kijune SUNG'
(Pukyong National University)

Abstract

Effective management of invasive alien species that have a negative impact on biodiversity requires an
improvement in civic awareness. Various and effective education and publicity should be made to improve
citizen’s awareness. This study investigated the effect of simple education and publicity on the
improvement of citizens’ awareness of bass, one of the most important ecosystem disturbing species in
Korea. In a survey conducted in this study, the perceptions of the participants on bass was similar to
previous studies and did not differ by age or gender. As a result of the simple education, more than 90%
of the participants who did not know bass and 68% of those who already knew bass, answered that their
awareness was improved, regardless of gender or age. The effect was greater for women in the latter case.
Although the bass is the invasive alien species, most of the respondents thought that it was desirable to
use bass as an edible or feed and the purchasing intention was also large if it was commercialized like
canned cat food. Therefore, the improvement in awareness of bass can lead to an increase in demand for
bass, which is expected to be an economic incentive to control bass effectively. As a result of this study,
the informal education like simple street education and publicity will help the awareness improvement, and
it can be effectively used to improve awareness of biodiversity and invasive alien species.
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<Table 1> Characteristics of respondents. The
number in parentheses is the number
of respondents who answered that
they knew about Micropterus salmoides

(N=147)
Gender

Male Female Total

20~39  26(18)  28(19) 54(37)

Age 4059 22(15)  22(15) 44(30)

59 < 21(14)  28(19) 49(33)

Total 69(47)  78(53)  147(100)
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[Fig. 1] Contents and flow of the Micropterus
salmoides awareness survey
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[Fig. 4] Answers to the application potential of
Micropterus salmoides from respondents
aready  familiar  with Micropterus
salmoides before education (N=100)
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