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Abstract

The speech therapy refers to the process of helping the diverse subjects who need speech therapy so
that they can exert the linguistic skills, and the main role to diagnose the major problems of the subject
and to perform the counseling and the treatment in the speech therapy process is performed by the speech
Language Pathologist. Therefore, in this study, the empowerment factor related to the expertise of the
speech Language Pathologist and the factors corresponded to the problems related to the infection in the
speech therapy site, which is exposed to the risk of infection were compared and examined. In this study,
total 300 questionnaires were distributed, and 218 questionnaires were collected, out of which total 201
questionnaires answered sincerely were processed excluding 17 questionnaires inappropriate for the study.
The results of this study are as follows. First, the empowerment factor of the speech Language Pathologist
was composed of 2 factors, of which Cronbach Alpha Coefficient ranged from .78 to .86 showing
appropriate reliability and wvalidity. Second, the factor of speech  Language Pathologist coping with
infection was composed of 3 factors, of which Cronbach Alpha Coefficient ranged from .66 to .87
showing appropriate reliability and validity. In conclusion, comparing the results of analyzing the
components of the speech Language Pathologist empowerment and response to the infection in this study,
planning systematic countermeasures for the difficulties related to the speech Language Pathologist and
practicing them with diverse ways are deemed to be necessary.
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<Table 1> Status of background variables of study subjects

Variable Description Frequency %
Male 42 20.9

Gender Female 159 79.1
20~30 years old 104 51.7

31~40 years old 62 30.8

Age 41~50 years old 26 12.9
50 years old or older 7 3.5

Other 2 1.0

. Single 128 53.7
Marital Status Married 7 363
. Yes 51 25.4
Children No 150 74.6
Private Rehabilitation Center 146 72.6

Hospital 15 7.5

Type of Welfare Center 14 7.0
Workplace Education Office 11 5.5
Daycare center 5 2.5

Other 10 5.0

Director 23 11.4

Position Director (holding concurrent position of manager) 12 6.0
Department Head(Manager) 28 13.9

Speech language pathologists 138 68.7

Seoul 13 6.5

Gyeonggi-do 23 11.4

. Gyeongsang-do 81 40.3
Region Chungcheong-do 24 11.9
Jeonlla-do 47 234

Other 13 6.5

Less than 1 year 16 8.0

1 year ~ less than 3 years 56 27.9

Career 3 years ~ less than 5 years 50 24.9
S years ~ less than 7 years 35 17.4

7 years ~ less than 10 years 25 12.4

10 years or more 19 9.5

College Graduate (Junior College of 2- and 3-year system) 13 6.5

Education Level College Graduate 123 61.2
Graduate School Student and Graduate School Graduate 65 323

2~3 persons 25 12.4

Number of 4~5 persons 26 12.9
. 6~7 persons 80 39.8
Patients 8~9 persons 52 259
10 persons or more 18 9.0

5 hours or less 21 10.4

6~7 hours 54 26.9

Working Hour 8 hours 83 41.3
9~10 hours 33 16.4

10 hours or more 10 5.0
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<Table 2> Composition of the questionnaire

Centents Variable Number'of question Total nu@ber of
1tem questions

1. Background information Background Variables 11 11
professionalism 12

[I. Impowerment ability 0 24
Hygiene knowledge 16

III. Coping with Infection Hygiene education 12 43
Hygiene management 15

<Table 3> Analysis of empowerment factor of speech language pathologist company

Item

Factor name

professio

nalism ability
| It wunderstands the current system, policy and reality of language 672
rehabilitation and speech language pathologist ’
10 Teachers, guardians, and community groups are working together to ensure 661
that language rehabilitation is seamless. '

3 It is fully equipped with professional knowledge of language rehabilitation. .640
4 Pre-and post-evaluation are conducted using appropriate assessment tools for 618
the subjects to be treated. ’

6 They are familiar with the format and content of writing short and 618
long-term treatment plans. '

5 It has a variety of motivational skills that are needed for people to be 595
treated in language rehabilitation. ‘

9 They are attending training and training seminars to learn new theories and 538

techniques related to language rehabilitation.

10 1 feel reassured as a speech language pathologist.

2 What I am doing now is very helpful in achieving my future goals.

3 I have the necessary healing ability as a speech language pathologist.

6 I feel overwhelmed with the burden of treatment.

12 Those who are treated are satisfied with my treatment.

I have the ability to handle difficult things successfully.

I often have the opportunity to get the latest treatment information.

I am being treated as a profession.

=N (00N

I work independently.

Eigenvalue

5.820 3.943

Variance

24.251 16.428

Cumulative variance

24251 40.679

Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy = 906

Bartlett's Test of Sphericity. Chi-Square X2=1737.575%**
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<Table 5> Factor analysis of infection coping by speech language pathologist company

Factor name
Item Performance | Hygiene | Hygiene
level knowledge | education
10 The garbage inside the treatment room uses the cover and the 43
surroundings are kept clean. ’
3 As a speech language pathologist, he keeps his nails clean and 24
short. )
When you wash your hands with alcohol, soap and water, first
6 wet your hands with water, rinse your fingers and hands 312
thoroughly for at least 15 seconds after filling with the ’
manufacturer's recommended amount.
Sterilized gloves are used to treat and then hand wash and
5 .. 7194
disinfect.
4 Hand washing and disinfection are carried out before and after 768
treatment. ’
12 In the case of infectious disease patients, instructions are 765
provided to restrict visits to the treatment room. ’
9 When a speech language pathologist worker gets a cold, she 755
wears a mask. ’
| speech Language pathologist centers know the types of 751
communicable diseases and follow the precautionary rules. '
11  Disposable items (tongs, swabs, etc.) are discarded after use. 741
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8  Used therapeutic tools and toys are cleaned and disinfected. 725
13 Sanitary gloves are worn when examining oral examinations and 701
oral hygiene.
1 I think that hygiene knowledge is abundant. 719
6 I know the definition of sterilization. 702
4 Infection control guidelines are provided at the appropriate places 687
in the workplace.
5 By following the infection prevention guidelines, I think I can 685
protect myself against infectious diseases.
I am aware of the fact that I need to take a health checkup at
) the time of employment to check whether there is an infectious 673
disease and susceptibility, and if necessary, to get appropriate
vaccination before issuing it.
8 I know the kind of disinfectant. 627
I know I should wash my hands, whether wearing gloves or not,
12 when 1 touch contaminated items such as blood, fluids, 622
secretions, or excreta
It is necessary to carry out a health examination once a year
3 and know that infectious disease is infectious disease, and 610
vaccination or treatment is needed if necessary.
1 I know that it is not used because it can cause dermatitis when 536
using hot water repeatedly when disinfecting hands.
I know how to take proper action immediately when pollutants
13 .543
fall on the floor.
6  Who carries out hygiene education? 744
) How often do you receive hygiene training (lectures or 704 .........
materials)? ]
4 How easy is it to understand what kind of education is 684
necessary for effective hygiene education?
3 What type of hygiene training did you receive? 604
10 After receiving hygiene education, the wrong behavior is being 587
improved.
1 I think hygiene education is necessary for speech language 544
pathologist.
It informs the speech language pathologist about the regulations,
7  guidelines, and policies that are changed in the contents of 513
hygiene education.
8  After receiving hygiene education, evaluation is being done. .508
Eigenvalue 12.469 5.928 3.330
Variance 28.997 13.787 7.743
Cumulative variance 28.997 42.784 50.527

Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy = 717

Bartlett's Test of Sphericity. Chi-Square X?=1921.791%**
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