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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to explore the prevalence and definition of students with learning
disabilities(LD) among various nations. Nine cross-national data and five definitions of LD were collected
and analyzed. The result of this study was as follow: First, the prevalence of rate of LD varied from
0.02% to 6.0% according to nations, and the ratio of Korea was 0.02% which indicated the lowest one

among these nations.
showed a statistical

Moreover, the population density among the socioeconomic factors of the nations
correlation with the prevalence rate of LD. Second,

regarding domestic and

international definitions, four countries except South Korea described the definition of LD by specifical
term and manner. Based on the result of this study, the researchers suggest that there are the possibilities
of the relationship between LD and socio-demographic characteristics,

specify the definition of LD.

and that South Korea needs to
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<Table 1> Data Sources for National Special
Education Statistics
Nation Source
Canada  Statistics Canada (2006), Participation and
Activity Limitation Survey 2006
Czech Statistical Yearbook of the Czech Republic
Republic . (2016)

Finland Official Statistics of Finland (2011)

Germany Korea National Institute of Special
Education (2014)

Japan Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science, & Technology (2016)

New Disability Survey: 2013, Education Counts

Zealand (2013)

UK. U.K. Department for Education (2018)

U.S.A.  U.S. Department of Education (2018)

<Table 2> Data Sources for Related Variables

Variable Source
Gross National Income per The World Bank
Capita(Atlas method) (2017) Indicator

Population Density(people per The World Bank
sq. km of land area) (2017) Indicator
Human Development Index  United Nations Develop
(2015) -ment Programme
Government Expenditure on UNESCO Institute for
Education (2011~2015) Statistics
Programme for International OECD PISA
Student Assessment (2015)

- 2091

2

U Holof gt =2l 29| Hlm A7

2o O o

o
e, rlr

He =
1%

=

w

re

=

o

: :‘?r*#% D}O]ELE/\ TE

17} SPSS 24.00 for WindowsS &85} T},

ols} I, ¥ AFolM = TFFlEtY] F
A7 AAE I Qe 7S] s Lot
itk ol f8 e S e wSiel
== 7)ol A AASEL Sl shgel e A
o5 wwstgon, o]y AHoor AMEEHE
&0113 S B

At u sk

o1

Mr oo

1 oo
O

==

%

o

20

—_

TC -

m. o4+

1. =L - 2 SEZof
At - 4HA H
7h, =9 ek ol gAY £(2001-2018%1)
S-Fueke] 20015-E] 2018 F 744 9] Sh5 Aol =

;H/\Lx}i )\Vg:a] o} 61——;:7%1—0}]6_]1—/@

S AESITH 2001%&

0o g AA B 0.14% B A

A 21.26%%=  AHASHTE 2001

H
o
c

ol
—

=
< =

-1%

]

(N
r°*'
m:{o

Sl

a4y Lo
> rfr
B
o =
N

=



o2 M %Tﬂ%ﬂw
Z}C 1,627“§3E %ixﬂ 2] 0.03%, S5 St
AR 1.79%E A8k ok FAA g
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<Table 3> Prevalence of Leaning Disabilities in
Korea(2001-2018)

Total No. No. of No. of
Acade o Students  Students with (C/A) (C/B)
JMC | Suudents Vith - Leaming
Year (A) NSpe01al Disabilities % %
ceds (B) ©
2001 | 8,429,024 53,896 11,460  0.14 21.26
2002 | 8,375,732 54,470 11,027  0.13 20.24
2003 | 8,393,187 53,404 9,815  0.12 18.38
2004 | 8,384,228 55,374 9,062 0.11 16.37
2005 | 8,384,506 58,362 8,447  0.10 1447
2006 | 8,368,339 62,538 6,738  0.08 10.77
2007 | 8,324,217 65,940 6,982  0.08 10.59
2008 | 8,202,037 71,484 6,754  0.08 9.45
2009 | 8,031,964 75,187 6,526  0.08 8.68
2010 7,822,882 79,711 6,320 0.08 7.93
2011 | 7,601,338 82,665 5,606 0.07 6.78
2012 | 7,384,788 85,012 4724  0.06 5.56
2013 | 7,187,384 86,633 4,060 0.06 4.69
2014 | 6,986,116 87,278 3,362 0.05 3.85
20151 6,819,927 88,067 2,770  0.04 3.15
2016 | 6,635,784 87,950 2,327  0.04 2.65
2017 | 6,468,829 89,353 2,040 0.03 2.28
2018 | 6,309,723 90,780 1,627 0.03 1.79
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<Table 4> Prevalence of Official Special Needs Students and Learning Disabilities for 9 Countries

) Academic Total No. of No,_of Students No. of Studf:nts
Nation year of Students (A) with Special ~ with Learning (B/A) (C/A) (C/B)
reference Needs (B) Disabilities (C)
Korea 2018 6,612,430 90,780 1,627 1.37% 0.02% 1.79%
Canada 2007 3,783,750 3,783,750 121,080 3.73% 3.20% 85.83%
Czech Republic 2015-16 921,054 78,717 35,881 8.55% 3.90% 45.58%
Finland 2010 531,983 45,178 11,356 8.49% 2.13% 25.14%
Germany 2012-13 7,139,388 494,744 197,475 6.93% 2.77% 39.91%
Japan 2018 15,014,459 486,377 13,188 3.24% 0.09% 2.71%
New Zealand 2013 762,400 : . . 6.00% .
UK. 2018 8,735,100 1,276,215 147,679 14.61% 1.69% 11.57%
US.A. 2016-17 67,020,481 6,048,882 2,336,960 9.03% 3.49% 38.63%

<Table 5> Prevalence of Learning Disabilities and Related Variables for 9 Countries

Learning Special Gross Government Human
Nation Disability Education National Education Population Development PISA
Prevalence  Enrolment Income Expenditure (total  Density In dgx Scores
(%) (%) (USD) as % of GDP)
Korea 0.02 1.37 28,380 5.065 528 0.903 519.0
Canada 3.20 3.73 42,870 5.274 4 0.926 523.7
Czech Republic 3.90 8.55 18,160 3.995 137 0.888 490.7
Finland 2.13 8.49 44,580 7.152 18 0.920 522.7
Germany 2.77 6.93 43,490 4.931 237 0.936 508.0
Japan 0.09 3.24 38,550 3.591 348 0.909 528.7
New Zealand 6.00 : 38,970 6.366 18 0.917 505.7
UK. 1.69 14.61 40,530 5.631 273 0.922 499.7
US.A. 3.49 9.03 58,270 4.989 36 0.924 488.7
2o SEglE e dekd ASAAY T und w2 RA ARS By o felx
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<Table 6> Bivariate Correlations among Socioeconomic
Variables and Prevalence of Leaning

Disabilities
Variable 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1. LDP 1
2. SSEN 418 1
3. GNI 105 216 1
4. GEE 321 332 348 1
5. Population density|-.783"-.353 -.420 -456 1
6. HDI 127 201 .822" 418 -313 1
7. PISA scores =527 -.645 -.023 .105 .251 .116 1

Note. LDP = learning disability prevalence; SSEN =
students with special education needs; GNI = gross
national income; GEE = government education
expenditure total as % of GDP; HDI = human
development index; PISA = programme for
international student assessment.

*p <.05 * p < .0l
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[Fig. 2] Distribution of Nations based on the
Prevalence of LD and Population
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