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Abstract

The shipowner's status is a legally and practically important factor in the Seafarers Act because it is the
party responsible for hiring and aboard the seafarers and carrying out various protective measures relating

to the seafarers.

In this paper, I would like analyze and review the legal status of ship owners and

seafarers management companies by the Korean Maritime law and review the meaning of the ship owners
and the obligations that seafarers recruitment and placement service agencies should provide under the

Maritime Labor Convention compares with domestic legislation. Based on the results of the analysis,

1

would like suggest directions for the establishment of the system, contributing to the development of a
sound corporate culture formation and shipping industry as well as the protection of the seafarers’ labour.
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<Table 1> Comparison of Definitions of the implementing performer on the MLC & ISM Code

MLC

ISM Code

Definition

Shipowner means the owner of the ship or another
organization or person, such as the manager, agent or
bareboat charterer, who has assumed the responsibility
for the operation of the ship from the owner and
who, on assuming such responsibility, has agreed to
take over the duties and responsibilities imposed on
shipowners in accordance with this Convention,
regardless of whether any other organization or
persons fulfil certain of the duties or responsibilities
on behalf of the shipowner.

Company means the Owner of the ship
or any other organization or person such
as the Manager, or the bareboat
Charterer, who has assumed the
responsibility for operation of the ship
from the Shipowner and who on
assuming such responsibility has agreed
to take over all the duties and
responsibility imposed by the Code.
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