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Abstract

This study analyzes the factors motivating young people to migrate to Ulleungdo, a South Korea island,
both long- and short-term, as well as the facilitators and barriers to their successful settlement on
Ulleungdo. To carry out this study, I conducted in-depth individual interviews with seven participants. This
study found that local government policies and short-term programs play a crucial role in motivating young
people to move to Ulleungdo. The interviews further revealed that young people who have no connection
to Ulleungdo have the greatest difficulty in finding housing and integrating into the local community. The
lack of housing and youth communities is their greatest obstacle to migrating to Ulleungdo. In order to
motivate young people to settle down on Ulleungdo, comprehensive policy reform is needed. First of all,
young people should be allowed time to experience and explore Ulleungdo on their own. Second, a
migration aid policy, which supports highly skilled workers, is needed. Finally, government support for
finding housing, mentors, and youth communities, as well as support for start-ups, should be considered.
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<Table 2> Sub-components and themes of identity formation process

Category Themes

Sub-Components

Policy support

Discovering relevant policies when interviewees wanted to

experience farming and fishing villages

Motivation to experience or

migrate to Ulleungdo Different from Jeju Island

Migrant experience programs, such as Ulleung Life

New opportunities

A place everyone knows, but also a place of mystery

Sympathy with the Mentoring There is winter vacation
Ulleungdo community Community Market development, social economy, etc.
Housing Finding ideas for start-ups and building professional
networks
Possibility of settling down .
on Ulleungdo Culture Someone to rely on or to offer opportunities for start-ups
Employment Desire to become a mentor to someone else
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