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Abstract

Despite the importance of the shipping industry, the treatment of seafarers is inferior to those of land
workers. In particular, among the areas related to compensation for industrial accident, there is no legal
basis for vocational rehabilitation compensation for the injured seafarers. The vocational rehabilitation is for
the disabled worker’s return to society. The vocational rehabilitation compensation is a means of return to
work for disabled workers. But there is no basis in the seafarer’s accident compensation act, so sufficient
vocational rehabilitation compensation cannot be provided to injured seafarers. This makes it difficult for
the injured seafarers to return to their original positions or expect re-employment. To improve this, the
concept of return-to-work and vocational rehabilitation compensation was examined, and the necessity of
vocational rehabilitation compensation for seafarers was reviewed. And problems related to the vocational
rehabilitation compensation system for seafarers were derived by analyzing the current status of the
vocational rehabilitation for general workers and the seafarer vocational rehabilitation compensation system.
Based on this, improvement measures were proposed to promote the return to work of the injured seafarers,
such as preparing the legal basis for the vocational rehabilitation compensation system for seafarers and
establishing a public dedicated agency for compensation for the injured seafarers.
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<Table 1> Rate of Return to Work

Division 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Rate(%)  56.8 61.9 63.5 65.3 68.5
Source : COMWEL Press release(2020. 2)
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<Table 2> Accident Rate of Land Worker & Seafarer

Division 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Land
Worker 050 049 048 054 0.58
Total(%)
Seafarer(%) 0.50 0.51 1.12 098  1.07

Source : KOSHA(2020) & KOSWEC(2020)
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<Table 4> Impairment Compensation State
Division 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Total(Person) 185 183 393 339 366
Ocean-going Vessel 3 1 1 1 11
Coastal Vessel 85 102 101 79 58
Ocean-going Fishing Vessel 7 1 8 2 13
Coastal near-ocean Fishing Vessel 84 78 282 255 284
Foreign-flag Merchant Vessel Employing Korea Crew 3 - 1 1 -
Foreign-flag Fishing Vessel Employing Korean Crew 3 1 - 1 -

Source : Korea Seafarer's Statistical Year Book 2020
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(Lee, 2015).
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