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Abstract

Ocean literacy, a central idea in marine education, concentrates on enhancing individual and societal
awareness, knowledge, and conduct towards the marine environment. Its significance lies in its contribution
towards global marine conservation and sustainable development. Based on grounded theory and qualitative
research methods, with open-ended interviews, this study investigates the perceptions and comprehension of
Chinese overseas students in South Korea on the concept of China's ocean literacy. Using an NVivo-based
coding analysis, the study found that China's level of ocean literacy is low, and that ocean literacy has a
The study emphasizes the importance of marine
education, policy, culture and other factors for ocean literacy, and suggests that international cooperation
should be strengthened to enhance the level of ocean literacy and to jointly address global ocean issues.

positive impact on individual psychological states.
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<Table 1> The seven Essential Principles of Ocean
literacy

1.The Earth has one big ocean with many features

2.The ocean and life in the ocean shape the features
of the Earth

3.The ocean is a major influence on weather and
climate
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5.The ocean supports a great diversity of life and
ecosystems

6.The ocean and humans are inextricably
interconnected
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Interview Time
28 minutes
18 minutes
21 minutes
21 minutes
27 minutes

Age
28
27
29
42
36

1140 -

Profession
Industrial Design
Product Design
Industrial Design

English
English

Male

Male

Male
Female
Female

A gt Aol 7
Gender

<Table 2> List of respondents’ basic information
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<Table 3> Frequency Distribution of Word Frequency Occurrences

rflfrﬁla;le Word Count per\chlitggtee(}% ) Similar words

1 Marine 2187 8.38 Marine

2 Protection 441 1.69 Protection, Guarantee

3 Feeling 452 1.41 Feelings, Emotion, Feeling, Taste, Mood

4 Understanding 275 1.04 Know, Understand, Recognise

5 No 269 0.92 Inadequate, No, Needed

‘ Paee 236 078 Sandpoin Ares, Otjctive, Regin

7 Problems 182 0.70 Events, Things, Problems, Self
Stuff 154 0.59 Stuff, Substances

9 literacy 155 0.59 literacy

10 National 163 0.57 National, Foundation, Terrestrial
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<Table 4> Sub-node coding situation table
Cor. Reference
notlees Sub-nodes point/materi Examples of subcategories of reference points
al text
Concerned about ocean literacy and ocean awareness
Definition and understanding 5335 (488 nodes)
of ocean literacy Less aware of ocean literacy definitions and
knowledge (17 nodes)
Awareness and behaviour On marine conservation (115 nodes)
for marine environmental 132/5 Strengthening marine ecosystem protection (17
protection nodes)
Yearning for and loving the ocean (24 nodes)
i ip bet . .
Relationship between 34/5 Fear and dread in ocean emotions (8 nodes)
humans and the oceans
Experiences of the ocean (17 nodes)
Marine education and 105 Focus.on ocean education (24 nodes)
communication Strengthening ocean awareness and access (18
nodes)
Ocean . - . .
) Maritime culture and social Strengthening of maritime culture (19 nodes)
literacy . 24/5
1mpacts Protection of marine cultural heritage (10 nodes)
ilisati t . .
Utilisation .and rnanagemen 28/5 Recycling of marine resources (16 nodes)
of marine resources
Ocean policy and 204 Lack of understanding of ocean policy (14 nodes)
governance Strengthening international cooperation (7 nodes)
) ) Strong awareness of marine protection in Korea (12
Comparison of Marine nodes)
Literacy between China and 24/5 - . . .
China's marine environment and awareness is poor
Korea
(17 nodes)
Japan's discharge of nuclear wastewater into the
Problems facing the oceans 235 ocean (7 nodes)

and mankind

Marine environmental pollution problems (13 nodes)

Marine natural disaster issues (5 nodes)
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<Table 5> Examples of marine literacy-related interview content

Sub-nodes

Examples of interview content

Definition and understanding
of ocean literacy

People should know about the ocean, but the central region does not have
enough knowledge and literacy about the ocean. Some people around the
ocean are relatively better educated about the ocean. (Al)

Awareness and behaviour
for marine environmental
protection

The importance of protecting the ecosystems of the oceans, because our entire
terrain is one big ecosystem. It is important to ensure that the marine
environment is not damaged, and very stringent measures need to be taken to
prohibit illegal fishing from taking place. We should all realize the importance
of protecting the environment, especially the marine environment. (A3)

Relationship between
humans and the oceans

The ocean is very important and attractive to human beings, and I have an
emotional attachment to the ocean because there is no sea in my hometown
either, so I say I am very eager to do so, and in general, I am more likely
to go to the beach to play and watch. (A4)

Marine education and
communication

My personal understanding of the ocean is very limited, for example, in the
field of education, if we want people to accept it more, we need to create a
framework for people to have more connection with the ocean. In this way,
he will be interested in going to the public interested in understanding and
implementing this ocean education for the public. (AS)

Maritime culture and social
impacts

We can't create some inspiration without this landscape, and the sea. This is
the influence of the power of the unknown, when people see the ocean they
will have such obvious feelings, such as the blue death, and then there is the
smell of the ocean, this is the inspiration. (Al)

Utilisation and management
of marine resources

Earlier I watched a documentary called "Dolphin Cove" about dolphin hunting,
a marine life slaughter that is very cruel. The principle of reduction, reuse and
conservation of resources needs to be followed in the offshore environment
and resource extraction. (Al)

Ocean policy and
governance

I think China is a big ocean country, and our country should attach great
importance to the effective management of these protected resources in the
ocean. It has also introduced a lot of policies, including the central news cctv
and other mainstream media will often report related information. (A4)

Comparison of Marine
Literacy between China and
Korea

Personally, I think the average level of the ocean in Korea is higher than that
in China. Comparing to the environmental awareness, there is a very big gap
between us. (A3)

Problems facing the oceans
and mankind

First of all, we must resist the discharge of pollutants, such as the nuclear
leakage in Japan, and marine garbage. It's about environmental protection, and
environmental protection of the ocean is the main issue. (A2)
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