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A Study on the Status of Foreign Labor Employment

of the Korean Coastal Fisheries
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(Pukyong National University)

Abstract

Since the 1990s, fisheries have been working hard to solve problems by using foreign labor as the
labor shortage phenomenon becomes more severer due to the phenomenon of avoidance of employment
for the '3D industry’ and aging of the workforce. However, in the case of fishing vessel fishery, the
institution of using foreign labor at present is divided by the Ministry of Employment and Labor and the
Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries Affairs based on the tonnage of fishing vessels. Accordingly, the
executing agency is also dualized. At present, the two systems for the using of foreign labor differ not
only with their management methods and forms into employment, but also in terms of employment
stability, such as post-employment turnover rates. As a result, especially coastal fisheries that are
procuring their labor force through the Ministry of Employment and Labor have relatively high rates of
breakaway compared to offshore fisheries, complaining about the use of foreign labor. The purpose of
this study is to find a rational management plan to solve the problem of foreign labor procurement and
management system in coastal fisheries. For this purpose, we surveyed employers employing foreign labor
force in order to ascertain the current status of problems of the current system. The main contents of the
survey are the labor force status of the management, satisfaction with the current system, and satisfaction
with foreign workers. And we surveyed the suggestions that have been presented as a way to improve
the problems presented in the survey. In the course of these investigations, I was able to confirm the
high dissatisfaction with employers. This means that the problems of the system related to the utilization
of foreign labor force are now clearly revealed. Based on survey and related overseas cases, [ will
suggest the necessary improvement measures for using foreign labor in coastal fisheries, and the policy
and institutional supplementary measures for that.

Key words : Foreign labor, Coastal fisheries, Management, Labor shortage, Employment permit system
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<Table 1> Average Number of Employees in
Coastal Fisheries
L coast coast coast coast
Division .
gill net | stow net trap lever net
the
number 1 2.6 0.7 33
of people
coast coast
o coast
Division purse beam average
. complex
seine trawl
the
number 7.9 4 0.9 2.9
of people
note Full employment excluding family

Source: National Federation of Fisheries Cooperatives(2015),
Result of Management Survey on Coastal and
Sectoral Fisheries
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<Table 2> Employment of Foreign Labor in the Fishery (Unit: people, %)
Foreign "Employment Permit System |
o seaman system | Fishing Vessel
Division (More than Fishery A(Il:llzzlsltlture The Salt Industry
20ton)) (Less_than 20ton) Y
The number of Entrant 3,153 1,242 583 2
The number
2011 of Renegade 513 496 181 0
Departure rate 16.3 39.9 31 0
The number of Entrant 2,208 1,183 503 6
The number
2012 of Renceade 135 465 164 4
Departure rate 6.1 39.3 32.6 66.7
The number of Entrant 3,341 1,370 832 15
2013 The number 486 667 297 8
of Renegade
Departure rate 14.5 48.7 35.7 53.3
Source: Cho Y.J.Park JK.Lee C.S.(2014), A Study on the Rationalization of Foreign Seafarers, National Federation of

Fisheries Cooperatives
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