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Abstract

On March, 2011, the great East Japan earthquake caused a decrease in the production of Japanese sea
squirt. Since the release of radioactive pollutants in 2013, It was impossible for Japan to export seafood
to Korea. Due to these circumstances, there have been various changes in the structure of the domestic
sea squirt aquaculture. For example, the price of sea squirt rose for the second half of the year and
increased the production of sea squirt in the eastern coast of Korea. Therefore, this paper analyzed the
changes in the structure of domestic sea squirt aquaculture since the great East Japan earthquake. In
addition, the paper predicted future the demand and supply of domestic sea squirt based on the outcome
of the WTO dispute and suggested several directions for countermeasures.
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[Fig. 1] Regional production trend of sea squirt.
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<Table 1> The number of sea squirt culture

license per year and region

2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016
Total 466 | 456 | 483 | 496| 524| 358| 552
Gangwon 11 14 43 45 67 51 93
Gyeongbuk | 218 | 214| 213| 224| 228 75| 223
Gyeongnam | 223 | 219| 219| 217| 219| 219| 221

Source: National Statistical Office(http://kosis.kr)
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<Table 2> The trend of Japan’s sea squirt production per year and region (Unit : MT)
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Total 10,169 10,779 | 10,937 10272 693 610 889 5,344 8,288 | 18,300
Hokkaido 63 33 26 36 x 356 566 989 | 2,721 3,600
Aomori 485 325 440 479 464 255 225 55 250 400
Iwate 1,337 1,419 1,485 1,093 71 - 4 231 443 900
Miyagi 8,284 9,002 8,986 8,663 x - 94| 4069  4,873| 13,400

Note: ‘x” means that the data has been lost due to the Great East Japan Earthquake. The production of 2016 includes 7,600 tons which

was discarded in Miyagi as excess supply.

Source: Japan Minstry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries(http://www.maff.go.jp/j/tokei/kouhyou/kaimen_gyosei/)
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[Fig. 2] The import trend of live sea squirt per
year.
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[Fig. 3] Monthly sea squirt unit price trend before
and after the Great East Japan earthquake.
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<Table 3> Sea squirt unit price and price
difference per year and semi-annual

(Unit : Won/kg)

2008| 2009( 2010| 2011] 2012{ 2013| 2014| 2015| 2016
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Source: National Statistical Office(http:/kosis.kr)
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<Table 4> WTO complaints process between Korea and Japan

Main contents
Nuclear power plant accident happened in Fukushima, Japan
2011 March
Korea has stopped importing 50 fish from 8 prefectures near Fukushima
August Japan announced that polluted water leaked from Tokyo Elctric Power Fukushima Dai-ichi NPP
201 September | Korea banned all imports of fish from 8 prefectures near Fukushima
2013~2015 Japan raised issues with the WTO SPS(Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures) Committee
May Japan proposed joint council to resolve WTO dispute
June Korea and Japan promoted joint council but failed to reach consensus
2015 Japan requested the establishment of a panel to adjudicate the dispute
Avgost Korea expressed opposition to establishment of a panel to adjudicate the dispute
September | WTO decided to establishment of a panel to adjudicate Korea-Japan fisheries dispute
2016 February WTO composed Uruguay, France, Singapore panel
The dispute settlement process has began
August The panel issued a report on the Korea-Japan fisheries dispute
2017 October Korea lost in the Korea-Japan fisheries dispute
2018 January WTO will issue a final report on the korea-Japan fisheries dispute

Note: Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy(http:/www.motie.go.kr)
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[Fig. 41 Trends of sea squirt imports from Japan

and expected imports after the resumption
of Miyagi prefecture.
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