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A Study on the Application of Navigation Rule in a Narrow Channel

Sung-Ho PARK - Yun-Cheol LEEf

(Mokpo National Maritime University - YKorea Maritime and Ocean University)

Abstract

The International Regulation for Preventing Collisions at Sea, 1972(COLREG) and the Maritime Safety
Act stipulates navigation rule in narrow channels. For example, they have established a representative
principle that a vessel proceeding along the course of a narrow channel or fairway shall keep as near to
the outer limit of the channel or fairway which lies on her starboard side as is safe and practicable. But
there has been some disputes about the application of navigation rule in the accident. First, the Maritime
Safety Act do not define the legal concept of a narrow channel that is a prerequisite for navigation
applications. Therefore, there have been disputes in determining whether a waterway is a narrow channel.
Second, there has been some disputes about considered which of two rules, the narrow channel rule or the
crossing rule, applied in circumstances where one vessel was exiting a narrow channel and the other vessel
was navigating towards that channel in preparation for entering it. Therefore, this study reviews the
problems related to the application of navigation rule in a narrow channel and suggest correct interpretation
about the rule concerned. For this purpose, it aims to review the legal concept of narrow channel. In
addition, this study aims to review the navigation rule in a narrow channel and then the problems of the
application of narrow channel rule focusing on the cases of decision of the Korea Maritime Safety
Tribunal.

Key words : Narrow channel, Korea maritime safety tribunal, Maritime safety act, Navigation rule, COLREG
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