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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to compare school and out-of-school youths in life competency. For this
purpose, this study collected data from 222 youths attending middle or high schools and 105 youths using
the service of out-of-school youth support centers. The findings show that both school and out-of-school
youths demonstrated average level of life competency and lacked in skills of managing allowance and
setting a goal. The study examined the two groups in the sub-areas of life competency and found that
school youths recorded a higher level across all the sub-areas of life competency than out-of-school youths.
The former also recorded a significantly higher level in 14 life skills according to the comparison and
analysis results than the latter group, which recorded a higher level in 5 life skills. Of individual
characteristics related to the school dropout of out-of-school youths, the reason of school dropout had
significant impacts on their life competency. The findings of this study provide deeper understanding on
characteristics of school and out-of-school youths, and can be informative to plan and implement future
educational programs.
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<Table 2> Demographic variable

Variables Classification N %
Male 103 | 46.4
Sehoa] Gender Female 119 | 53.6
Youths | School Middle school 115 ] 51.8
High school 107 | 48.2
Total 222 | 100.0
Male 63 | 49.6
Gender Female 64 | 50.4
13 to 15 years old | 16 | 152
Age
16 to 18 years old | 89 | 84.8
Elementary school 4 3.8
Dropout Midd'le schoo'l 25 | 23.8
Time Not going to high 101 95
school
High school 66 | 62.9
School maladjustment | 32 | 30.5
Out-of To achieve your 25 | 238
School | Dropout Difffll:l?lltsy F.
Youths | Reason continuing school life 13 ] 124
Delinquent behaviors | 8 7.6
Others 27 | 25.7
Quaht'“lcat'lon 76 | 724
. examination
Doing Part-time job 2 | 210
after Employment skills
School learnin 11| 105
g
Dropout Do noting 13 | 124
Others 17 | 16.2
Total 105 | 100.0
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<Table 3> Quality of Survey Questionnaires
Life Life Skills Skewness | Kurtosis | " | Reliability | Number
Competency Loading
Emotional Control -.56 32 A44~77 76 6
Self Body Management A1 -24 .59~.80 74 6
e
. Time Utilizing -.10 .08 .73~.81 .74 6
Regulation
Allowance Management 18 -29 .58~.88 .85 6
Sub Total -07 .14 .85 24
Creativity Development -.16 .55 74~79 .86 6
Self Goal Setting -14 .03 .63~.85 .87 6
e
Explore Career -.05 -27 73~.85 .87 6
Development = -
Decision Making -49 51 713~87 .90 6
Sub Total -.29 21 94 24
Problem Solving -26 17 .69~.83 .86 6
. Information Utilizing -24 -15 .67~.88 .88 6
Learning - -
Studying Attitude -21 .29 .64~.80 .84 6
Sub Total -27 .19 .93 18
Communication -12 .10 .64~.82 .85 6
Relationship Forming -.02 -.06 53~.77 .85 6
Interpersonal :
. . Conflict Control =27 31 .66~.83 .86 6
Relationship -
Leadership -15 .56 .68~.86 .88 6
Sub Total -.03 .04 94 24
) Etiquette -26 -37 .66~.82 .82 6
Democratic ; e
.. . Community Participation .10 18 .59~79 .83 6
Citizenship
Sub Total -.09 11 .88 12
Coping With Dl?isposaillsil.(lilll ag?in:[stttoHMedifal 21 42 30~.77 73 6
Problematic 1Sposal S against 1o Hiatmiu 34 23 53~.84 82 6
L Substance
Situations
Sub Total .02 .01 .82 12
Total .97 114
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DO @D O®|®|®

Self Regulation | 1

Self
Development 62 1

Learning 641 .78 1
Interpersonal

Relationship A9 7168 1

Democratic
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Lif Gender School Grade
¢ Life Skills Total middle high
Competency male | female t t
school | school
Emotional Control 3.89 3.92 3.86 .76 3.85 3.93 -1.09
Self Body Management 3.38 3.51 327 2.47* 3.51 3.25 2.71%*
- Time Utilizing 291 2.71 3.09 | -3.63%+* 2.28 3.01 -1.77
Regulation
Allowance Management 2.73 2.59 2.86 -2.50%* 2.78 2.68 .93
Sub Total 3.23 3.18 3.27 -1.41 3.24 3.22 71
Creativity Development 3.36 3.29 3.41 -1.33 3.39 3.33 .67
Self Goal Setting 2.93 2.79 3.05 | -2.63** 291 2.95 -39
Explore Career 3.35 3.16 3.52 | -3.24%* 3.29 3.41 -1.13
Development = -
Decision Making 3.50 3.36 3.62 -2.59%* 3.42 3.59 -1.63
Sub Total 3.29 3.15 340 | -3.14%* 3.25 3.32 40
Problem Solving 3.27 3.14 3.38 -2.46* 3.24 3.29 -.52
Learnin Information Utilizing 3.57 3.44 3.68 -2.44%* 3.53 3.61 =73
g Studying Attitude 3.29 3.21 3.35 -1.37 3.28 3.29 -.09
Sub Total 3.37 3.26 3.47 -2.40%* 3.35 3.40 .61
Communication 3.65 3.53 376 | -2.64%* 3.62 3.68 -.65
Relationship Forming 3.68 3.60 3.75 -1.64 3.68 3.69 -.13
Interpersonal -
. . Conflict Control 3.70 3.53 3.85 | -3.39%* 3.66 3.76 -1.07
Relationship -
Leadership 3.48 3.36 3.58 -2.40%* 3.41 3.55 -1.46
Sub Total 3.63 3.51 3.74 | -2.84%* 3.59 3.67 -.95
) Etiquette 3.92 3.80 4.03 -2.54* 3.92 3.93 -.01
Democratic ; T
.. . Community Participation 3.30 323 337 -1.51 333 3.27 .61
Citizenship
Sub Total 3.61 3.52 3.70 -2.29%* 3.63 3.60 35
Coping With Disposal Skill against to Media | 2.94 2.96 2.93 32 3.04 2.84 2.23%
Problematic | DiSPosal Skill againstto g o1y ) 130 | gages | 384 | 351 | 303
. Harmful Substance
Situations
Sub Total 3.31 3.19 3.42 | -2.63*%* 3.44 3.17 3.21%*
Total 3.41 3.30 3.50 | -3.09** 3.42 3.40 33

*¥**p< 001, **p<.01, *p<.05
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<Table 6> Effects of School Youths’ Individual Characteristics on Life Competency

Classification B SE I} t Tolerance VIF
Constant 3.32 .05 61.89%**
Gender Female 20 .06 21 3.15%* .99 1.02
School High school -.05 .06 -.05 -71 .99 1.02
R? = 21, Adj-R®= .04, F = 501", Durbin-Watson=2.28

wxp< 001, **p<.01
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Fa o 3 Aol AYHA 5 FwAZ & 5 ek 9 ABAT FeIAE A7Au
& A% BE A0E FUT AT 4T S0k TGO 412 Aol
o Watol 3400 % 7P wow, AR A debeed, dwld A%o] P g e
57w 27 N S IRA SEE BAS] A HEOAS olfE s U@ JAud
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$Ago] olfal ASE 296 olgiTh o] A= Ao FAYT
<Table 7> Life Competency of Out-of-School Youths

Life . . Gender School Dropout Reason
Life Skill Total
Competency e SIS ° Male | Female t 0) ) ) @ F
Emotional Control 348 | 343 353 -.69 353 | 329 | 365 | 323 | 14l
Self Body Management 285 | 295 275 1.48 299 1 290 | 281 | 277 25
. Time Utilizing 2.78 273 2.85 =70 313 | 255 | 3.11 | 2.65 | 2.88*
Regulation
Allowance Management | 245 | 243 248 -30 205 | 224 | 267 | 277 | 1.83
Sub Total 289 | 2.88 2.90 -.18 308 | 275 | 3.06 | 285 | 192
Creativity Development | 3.19 | 3.17 321 -24 350 | 293 | 346 | 329 | 3.48*
Self Goal Setting 277 | 268 2.86 -1.11 324 | 258 | 3.07 | 254 | 3.02*
Explore Career 316 | 291 343 S3.07%* | 3.69 | 3.09 | 336 | 296 | 207

Development = :

Decision Making 328 | 313 345 -190 | 397 | 3.06 | 3.55 | 3.08 | 535

Sub Total 3.10 | 297 324 -1.87 | 3.60 | 292 | 336 | 297 | 414

Problem Solving 298 | 293 3.03 -.58 346 | 2.86 | 3.14 | 279 | 237

Learnin Information Utilizing 3.06 | 295 3.19 -131 3.64 | 268 | 3.23 | 335 | 430"
€ Studying Attitude 290 2.76 3.4 -1.72 337 | 265 | 3.07 | 3.17 | 3.14*

Sub Total 298 | 2.88 3.09 -1.35 349 | 273 | 3.15 | 3.10 | 4.01*

Communication 344 | 330 3.59 -1.95 350 | 334 | 367 | 327 | 104

Relationship Forming 355 | 346 3.65 -159 | 374 | 343 | 371 | 3.63 | 148

Interpersonal -

. . Conflict Control 35 | 338 375 2.76%* | 394 | 339 | 374 | 329 | 3.50*

Relationship

Leadership 328 | 324 333 -.61 364 | 319 | 345 | 323 | 126
Sub Total 346 | 334 3.58 -194 | 371 | 334 | 364 | 335 | 192
. Etiquette 352 3.36 3.68 -2.30% 364 | 319 | 345 | 323 1.44
Democratic
Citizenshi Community Participation | 2.98 | 2.82 3.15 2.14% | 333 | 284 | 321 | 319 | 203
P Sub Total 325 | 3.09 342 -2.50% | 349 | 318 | 342 | 335 46
Disposal Skill against to

Coping With Media 265 | 264 2.66 -.16 3.06 | 258 | 2.81 | 260 | 147

Problematic | Disposal Skill against to | 505 | pgy | 329 | pgow | 303 | 301 |30 | 288 | 171

Situations Harmful Substance

Sub Total 285 | 274 2.98 -194 | 305 | 285 | 291 | 2.74 .18
Total 3.09 | 299 3.20 -2.05% | 340 | 296 | 3.26 | 3.06 | 291*

**p<.01, *p<.05
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<Table 8> Effects of Out-of School Youths’ Individual Characteristics on Life Competency

S tH<Table 8> %

Classification B SE 8 t Tolerance | VIF
Constant 2.98 17 17.89%**
School Dropout Time_Flementary school .68 39 .20 1.74 .86 1.17
School Dropout Time_Middle school -.06 18 -.04 -32 .64 1.57
School Dropout Time Not going to high school .01 .20 .00 .03 .90 1.11
School D t R Difficulty i tinui
choo . ropout Reason Difficulty in continuing 51 2 36 o 59 170
school life
School Dropout Reason To achieve your goals .30 14 27 2.06* 73 1.37
School Dropout Reason Delinquent behaviors .16 20 .09 18 .85 1.17
Doing after School Dropout Qualification
. -.04 14 -.03 -.26 .79 1.26
examination
Doing after School Dropout Part-time Job -11 .16 -.08 -71 .92 1.09
Doing after School Dropout Empl t skill
ome atiel Seloof Lepout_Employmert SEITS 29 17 19 1.67 ) 1.09
Learning
Doing after School Dropout Do noting -39 21 -22 -1.83 .80 1.25

R* = 21, Adj-R* = .10,

F = 2.03", Durbin-Watson=1.52

wxkp< 001, **p<.01, *p<.05
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<Table 9> Comparison of School and Out-of-School Youths in Life Competency
Life Life Skills Total School Youths Out-of-School Youths ;
Competency M SD M SD M SD
Emotional Control 3.76 .68 3.89 .58 3.48 77 4,84
Self Body Management 321 75 3.38 73 2.85 .67 6.30%**
¢!
. Time Utilizing 2.87 .82 291 78 2.78 .88 1.33
Regulation
Allowance Management 2.64 .82 2.73 .81 245 .83 2.94%*
Sub Total 3.12 .52 323 45 2.89 .57 5.36%**
Creativity Development 3.30 .69 3.36 .66 3.19 .76 2.09*
Self Goal Setting 2.88 .79 2.93 74 277 .87 1.71
¢!
Explore Career 3.29 .87 3.35 .84 3.16 91 1.85
Development = :
Decision Making 343 .79 3.50 74 3.28 .87 2.25%
Sub Total 323 .65 329 .60 3.10 74 2.26%
Problem Solving 3.17 18 3.27 73 2.98 .84 3.18%*
. Information Utilizing 341 .86 3.57 75 3.06 .97 4.770%%*
Learning - -
Studying Attitude 3.16 .79 329 74 2.90 .84 4.26%*
Sub Total 325 72 3.37 .64 2.98 .79 4.45%**
Communication 3.58 12 3.65 .68 3.44 .78 2.57*
Relationship Forming 3.64 .64 3.68 .65 3.55 .63 1.70
Interpersonal :
L Conflict Control 3.66 .70 3.70 .70 3.56 .70 1.79
Relationship -
Leadership 342 73 348 .69 3.28 .79 2.28%*
Sub Total 3.57 .62 3.63 .60 3.46 .63 2.38*
. Etiquette 3.79 1 3.92 .67 3.52 .73 5.03 %%
Democratic : PP
. . Community Participation 3.20 75 3.30 .70 2.98 .79 3.75%*
Citizenship
Sub Total 3.50 .65 3.61 .60 325 .68 4.95%*
Disposal Skill against to ook
Coping With Media 2.85 .70 2.94 .69 2.65 .68 3.59
Problematic | Disposal Skill against to ok
Siuations Harmful Substance 348 .88 3.68 .82 3.05 .86 6.34
Sub Total 3.16 .67 3.31 .63 2.85 .64 6.13%**
Total 3.30 .52 341 A48 3.09 .55 5.36%**
**%p<.001, **p<.01, *p<.05
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