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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze the research trend related to Free Semester System more
accurately using the content analysis method. To achieve the purpose, 172 articles were selected for
analysis. The results of this study are as follows: First, the studies for free semester system are steadily
increasing from 2013 to 2018. Second, studies related to the free semester system have been published in
various journals, but there is a lack of continuous research. Third, there was a high proportion of subjects
that could be handled in free semester activities and gymnasium subjects but the studies related to subjects
such as Korean, English, and Mathematics are very insufficient in general. Forth, activity programs related
career exploration hold a majority, while research on field experience and club programs is hardly found.
Fifth, The research on program R&D and application was most actively conducted, and it is steadily
researched in the order of quantitative research, literature research, and qualitative research. Sixth, compared
to student-related studies, fewer articles were published for teachers and parents. Seventh, although the
researches on the curriculum and teaching methods are the most conducted, there is a lack of research on
performance regarding student evaluation, and research on actual condition analysis related to student
evaluation showed the least. The results of this study will provide implications for future research direction
about free semester System or free school year.
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Exploring previous research and 1
setting research topics

Collecting research materials |

Setting the Classification Criteria )
for Research

Categorize subject according to
classification criteria

Analysis of basic contents and
subject contents according to data

Presentation of Results and Suggestions and
Implications for the Future Research Directions
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[Fig. 1] Research procedure.
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<Table 1> Frequency analysis of research by year

Year 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 Total

The
Number 8 12 29 40 39 4 172
of Articles

Ratio(%) 4.7 7.0

169 233 227 256 100
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Name of the journal

amount

Journal of Learner -Centered Curriculum and Instruction 10

The Journal of Educational Administration

The Journal of Curriculum and Evaluation

Asia-pacific Journal of Multimedia Services Convergent with Art, Humanities, and Sociology

9
6
Journal of Education & Culture 6
5
4

The Journal of Career Educational Research

3 articles published 12
2 articles published 18
1 article published 60
Total 172
<Table 3> Frequency Analysis by Subject
Subject Korean English Math Technology Home Society Chinese Morality — Art P.E. Music
The Number
of Articles 3 2 2 2 2 1 1 3 7 2
Ratio(%) 4.8 4.8 3.2 32 3.2 32 1.6 1.6 4.8 11.1 32
Selective Education by Subject Convergence 63
ject B Gonder (100)
Subjec Design Literacy cau . Drone Reading Dance Museum patriotism Farming  education %
The Number
of Aticles 1 1 1 1 3 1 1 1 2 17

Ratio(%) 9.5 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.6 4.8

1.6 1.6 1.6 32 27.0
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<Table 4> Frequency Analysis by Year and Characteristics of the Free Semester Program

Classification 13’14 ’15(%)  16(%)  ’17(%)  ’18(%)  Total(%)
Year The Number of Articles 10(22.2) 13(28.9) 14(31.1) 8(17.8) 45(100)
Program Model and R & D 8 4 5 2 19(42.2)
Characteristics Effectiveness after Program R & D 7 6 6 19(42.2)
Program Case Study 2 2 3 7(15.6)
Total(%) 10(22.2) 13(28.9) 14(31.1) 9(17.8) 45(100)
A7 A #y ZEgHe L2 s @yl <Table 5> Frequency Analysis by  Program
R 4sEs A, 594, gFuE B Activity
of A% 223 #A-Y =wolA Rk AA .. The Number  Ratio
Program Activity £ Articl %
WEZRIWOR A g =R A o Aty (%)
on, W& EEZ Hus uel weod wd career-related program 28 40
Topic Selection P 18 25.7
w=Ro gAo R 39 so9 pd T opic Selection Program
- _ _ Art & Sports Program 6 8.6
Folg Asuw, 20159 Af/ATL A &
Club Program 1 1.4
GEEA Aoz FATt 2018delE . ‘
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Al Z=3F Ao >
A FES slew Q—E}MD}(iTable ). T21 Convergence Education Program 15 21.4
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<Table 6> Analysis Results by Research Topic
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W b vishi AfAR 2% 3
2ARE 32
0}7] HOH Mz 7(]/\134. 73@% Tostn 24
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Oz

The Number of The Number of
Research subject Atticles(overlap) Details Articles(overlap)
(Ratio, % ) (Ratio, % )
A. Concepts and 54 a. Concept, Purpose, Meaning Search 12 (22.2%)
policies (10.4%)  b. Policy related, Validity, Consistency, and Sustainability 42 (77.8%)
a. Restructuring and Linking the curriculum (semester, subject) 60 (25.0%)
B. Education b. Planning and Operation of curriculum that Reflects demand 10 (4.2%)
Course, 240 c. Changes in Teaching Methods 56 (23.3%)
Teaching-Learning (45.5%) d. Development and Application of Programs and Models and 71 (29.6%)
Methods and Development of Convergence Education Activities '
evaluation e. Discussion of evaluation methods about student evaluation &
. 43 (18.0%)
process-based evaluation
a. Conditions for Coursework and Program Management 5 (17.9%)
C. Actual 28 b. Conditions of Curriculum Operation and Linkage Semester 14 (50.0%)
condition Analysis (5.3%) c. Evaluation 3 (10.7%)
d. about Teachers(professionalism, cognition, etc) 6 (21.4%)
0 a. Cases of Subjects and Programs 14 (33.3%)
D. Case Analysis (8.0%) b. Case studies of school management and school life 21 (50.0%)
c. Teacher Case Studies 7 (16.7%)
E. Performance o1 a. Positive results and Learning 39 (41.5%)
and Effect (17.8%) b. Career education and Career path 49 (52.1%)
analysis . c. Related to Education Evaluation 6 (6.4%)
a. Inside the school(Reinforcement of participatory programs,
. activities related to clubs among schools, strengthening links with 22 (31.4%)
F. Suggestion for . , o
Activation 70 parents, al'locatlng school members Work, school facilities, e‘Fc.)
Method (13.3%) b.  Outside the school(Professional personnel, dedicated

organizations, cooperation with local governments and financial

48 (68.6%)

support for schools, training or workshops for teachers, etc.)
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