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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to investigate the characteristics of structural changes in oyster farming,
and to explore the current issues and direction of restructuring. The oyster farming industry has grown
rapidly since the 1970s, but production has plummeted since the late 1980s and stagnated until the 1990s.
Since then, production has recovered, but since 2010, production has been increasing and decreasing year
by year. At present, the immediate problem in the oyster farming industry is that the volatility of oyster
production has stagnated or become serious. Second, it is becoming difficult to secure a stable labor force.
Third, oyster consumption is shrinking due to changes in social structure and food consumption trends.
Fourth, oyster safety is constantly occurring. Fifth, oyster farming is highly dependent on exports, but
export countries and export items are limited. In order to improve the competitiveness of the oyster
farming industry, the first step is to eliminate the overcrowding of oyster farming facilities, secure artificial
seedlings, improve aquaculture methods, and switch to other aquaculture varieties. Second, we will discover
new demand targets through high-quality product development and product promotion. Third, in order to
ensure the hygiene and safety of oysters, we will establish a hygiene and safety management system from
the harvesting stage to the distribution and consumption stage. Fourth, we should explore new markets
through overseas market research and consumption trends related to oysters, development of advanced
processing and health functional products.

Key words : Oyster farming, Supply and demand, Structural change, Reorganization, Food safety, Processed marine
products

(Oyster Drooping Fisheries Cooperative, 1985).
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[Fig. 1] Oyster production and amount.
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<Table 1> Oyster Farming License (Number, ha)

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Licence(A) 1,259 1,220 1,225 1274 1279 1277 1294 1292 1288 1297 1,284
drooping 995 991 993 1,024 1,040 1,050 1072 1071 1,095 1,108 1,100
Bottom 264 229 232 250 239 227 222 221 193 189 184
Area(B) 8,077 7608 7,658 7,873 7.684 7,593 7561 7481 7,175 7,147 7078
drooping 5608 5564 5550 5,626 5,603 5574 5619 5552 5548 5547 5,534
Bottom 2469 2,045 2,108 20247 2081 2018 1942 1929 1627 1599 1,544
B/A 64 6.2 6.3 6.2 6.0 5.9 5.8 5.8 5.6 5.5 5.5

Source: FStatistics Korea (KOSTAT) Homepage(http://kosis.kr)

<Table 2> Oyster Farming Production by Region (M/T, %)
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Total 267,776 281,022 284,856 239,779 283240 265,146 268,841 315255 303,183 326,190 300,084
(100.0)  (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0)  (100.0)
Gyeongnam 238311 251,610 262,822 214,495 253,188 243,761 243717 252,056 244342 272,788 257230
Province (89.0)  (89.5)  (923)  (895)  (894) (91.9)  (90.7)  (80.0)  (80.6)  (83.6)  (85.7)
Jeonnam 24396 21415 17207 18972 24034 16,111 20388 54,538 47496 42,840 32,847

Province 9.1 (7.6) (6.0) (7.9) (8.5) (6.1 (7.6) (17.3)  (157)  (13.1)  (10.9)
Chungnam 4,116 5,284 3,006 2,656 3,231 2,844 2449 5,969 8,715 7,713 7,839
Province (1.5) (1.9) (1.1) (1.1) (1.1) (1.1) 0.9) (1.9) (2.9) (2.4) (2.6)
Ohters 717 2,553 1,818 3,369 2,788 2,430 2287 2,692 2,630 2849 2,168

0.3) 0.9) (0.6) (1.4) (1.0) 0.9) 0.9) 0.9) 0.9) 0.9) 0.7)
Source: FStatistics Korea (KOSTAT) Homepage(http:/kosis.kr)
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<Table 3> Monthly Oyster Farming Production Price (won/kg)
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
September 4674 5,006 6,235 8,587 3374 11,330 8,747 4,875 4312 6,856
October 5,880 5,165 6,747 5,133 6,189 6,960 6,683 6,632 6,304 7,571
November 9,856 8,557 9,408 8,056 8,837 9,478 9,749 10,175 9,486 9,251
December 7,030 7,451 7,359 6,833 7,066 9,169 9,779 8,921 8,225 9,381
January 5262 6,754 6,188 4914 5989 6,055 7,303 7,556 5,774 6,380
February 5,781 5,745 5,836 4,020 5,045 6,263 6,141 4,645 5,923 5,454
March 4850 5,106 4,858 2,769 4,859 5,289 4,709 3,860 4,658 5,559
April 4984 4,659 3,676 2,559 4,559 5,346 3,794 3,565 4,848 5,541
May 4371 4942 3,192 3284 5,029 5,823 3370 3875 3980 5,889
Source: Fisheries Outlook Center Homepage(http://foc.re.kr)
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[Fig. 2] Oyster Farming production and Export.
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<Table 4> Business situation of Oyster Farming

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 A=Y
Return on Equity(%) 521 248 340 688 637 60.1 610
Number of Facilities 81 81 & ¥ T % 8 o
Number of Regular 02 01 01 L1 15 15 13
Employeeserson)  Temporary 746 859 727 675 430 484 497
Revenue(One million won) 189 18 151 213 186 190 209
Total(One million won) 138 158 131 149 142 153 156
Cost Wages(%) 304 291 282 436 387 405 404
Seeding(%) 239 247 206 268 275 268 269
Management(%) 268 27.8 305 188 225 209 21.8 00
Profit Rate%) 249 104 93 296 215 179 239 o
Source: Fisheries Economics Institute Homepage
(http://fei.suhyup.co.kr) B
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