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Abstract

The research was to expand understanding of the lives of infant class teachers and obtain policy implications related
to the teachers by meta-analyzing qualitative researches related to the difficulties experienced at childcare centers. It
selected 15 qualitative researches containing the voices of infant class teachers at childcare centers among academic
journal studies published over the past 10 years (2014-2023), and synthesized the meaning of difficulties for them. As a
result of the analysis, the meanings of difficulties experienced by the teachers fall into five core conceptions:
‘uncomfortable relationships with parents’, ‘a society that doesn't respect infant teachers as a professional’, ‘limitations of
educational support’, ‘burden of infant caring’, and ‘excessive workload’. Based on the results, the need to refigurating
the relationship between care and education, the curriculum redesign for pre-service teacher, and improving multi-layered

infant class teacher support systems were proposed.
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<Table 1> List of Targets

No

Reference

Journal, Vol(issue)

Participant

Moon YS and Hwang YJ(2016). The Significance of

Korean Journal of Child

5 infant teachers

1 Smartphone Notes and the Difficulties of Using them in . at A childcare
Teachers of Infants and Toddlers. Education and Care, 16(4) center
Park SY and Seo HA(2015). The difficulties of Teachers Journal of Korean Child Care 7 parents and 8
2 During the Process of Early Adaptation in Day Care  and Education, 11(2)adaptation, infant teachers at
Center. Teacher Difficulties S childcare center
Ealk EY(2022). E)fperlen01ng Difficulties .Caused by Journal of Future Early 7 infant .teachers
3 infant teachers Posting Photos of Infants in a Smart . . at 3 childcare
" Childhood Education, 29(2)
Communication App. centers
Seo HJ et al.(2017). Difficulties and Efforts of Teachers The Korean Society for Early 12 infant teachers
4 at Workplace Childcare Centers in their Communication Childhood Teacher Education, at 2 workplace
with Parents. 21(4) childcare centers
Sl.lng EY and CI}Ol. SYQO]S). Exploration into the Journal of Children's Literature 3 new infant
5 Difficulties of Beginning infant teachers who Teach 1 . teachers at 3
and Education, 16(3) .
Year Olds. childcare centers
Ahn JH(2014). A Study on the Difficulties of infant . 4 infant teachers
. . Korean Journal of Child .
6 teachers in the Early Infant Adaptation Process and the . at S childcare
. . . Education and Care, 14(3)
Meaning of Adaptation Period. center
10 inf h
7 Eom TH and Han JH(2020). The Reward and Difficulty = Journal of Children's Literature 0 1:'[ a\r; t:iztlc o
of Highly Experienced Infant and Toddler Teachers. and Education, 21(2) . ¥
childcare centers
g Yeo IW and Kim SR(2015). The Story on Korean Association for Children's 6 infant teachers
Infant-Teacher's Emotional Difficulties. Media & Education, 14(4)
24 infant teach
Ryu JY and Lee SY(2015). infant teachers' Confusion  The Journal of Korean Teacher A Jeachies
9 . . . . at 9 childcare
about Professional Identity and Overcoming Power. Education, 32(2) centers
You HJ(2015). The story about Early Worries and Journal of Early Childhood
10 Difficulties, Positive Changes That Teachers of Infants Education & Educare Welfare, 8 infant teachers
and toddlers are Perceptive. 19
Lee MY and Kim JJ(2020). Difficulties and solutions for
outdoor play practice of childcare teachers of 2-year-old Korea National University of .
H children. Research Institute for Early Childhood Education, 22(4) 11 infant teachers
Education-.
Lee JH(2021). A Qualitative inquiry on the difficulties of Journal of Learner-Centered Green class
12 managing free play in infant class: Focusing on the case Curriculum and Instruction, teacher for
of 2 year old. 21(16) 2-year-old infants
13 Jo MS and Jun HJ(2016). A Study on the Affective Korean Journal of Child Two 1-year-old
Labor that Teachers of One-Year-Old Infants Experience. Education and Care, 16(4) infant teachers
Hwang SO and LE DK(2021). Analysis on the process The Journal of Korea Open
14 of the psychological burnout recovery in an infant care  Association for Early Childhood 20 infant teachers
teacher. Education, 26(1)
Park SJ and Park, HS(2023). Exploring Overcoming of Journal of Learner-Centered 4 infant teachers
15 Difficulties and Supports in Implementing Play-Centered Curriculum and Instruction, at childcare center

Childcare Curriculum for Infant Class Teachers.

23(22)

in I city
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<Table 2> Core

conceptions on the difficulties of infant class teachers

Core conception

themes of the researches

Uncomfortable
relationships
with parents

2-a-1.3% Selfishness for the sake of my child

2-a-2. Lack of mutual trust

2-a-3. Lack of understanding of the role of parents in the adaptation program
2-a-4. Lack of understanding of daily operations

4-a. Difficulties in communication due to perception of parental accommodation

4-b. Difficulty in communication due to strong network of parents excluding teacher
4-c. Communication difficulties stemming from parental suspicion of workplace child care centers
4-d. Difficulties in communicating about child safety incidents

5-b-2. Difficulties in relationships with parents

8-a-2. I am afraid of parent calls

8-b-2. Feelings of loss after superficial acts of kindness

9-d. Parents' low perception of infant teachers

11-c. Burden of parental perceptions and demands

13-d. Parents' distrust of teachers' professionalism

14-b. Conflictual relationship with parents

14-1. Vicious cycle of mental stress

14-k. Emotional exhaustion

A society
that doesn't
respect infant
teacher as a
professional

7-a. Unsettled identity

8-c-1. Skepticism by treatment and physical labor

8-c-2. Social perceptions of teachers as shown in the news
8-a-4. Surveillance under the guise of CCTV

8-d-2. Frustration from Ignoring

8-e-1. Dropping out and turnover

8-e-2. Negative ageism

9-e. Limited social evaluation of the role of the teacher
10-d. Differential pay system for infant class teacher compared to early child class teacher
13-e. Emotional labor over not being valued as an teacher
14-e. Social distrust

limitations of
educational
support

5-a-2. Difficulties with teaching Infants/toddlers

6-e. Hesitant to intervene

8-c-3. Comparing majors and non-majors

8-d-1. Frustration at the limits of my Abilities

8-d-2. The gap between assessment certification and reality

9-a. Lack of knowledge and ambiguity

10-a. Difficulties with ignorance of child's developmental characteristics and teaching methods
12-a-1. Difficulties with child's interest and engagement in play

12-a-2. Difficulties with spontaneous and self-directed play by child

12-b-1. Difficulties with verbal interaction

12-b-2. Difficulties with teacher play-supportive behaviors

12-c-1. Difficulties responding to and coping with the developmental characteristics and needs of 2-year-old
12-c-2. Difficulties responding to and coping with children characteristics and Needs

14-a. Challenges for infant caring
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Core conception themes of the researches

14-g. Personal challenges
limitations of  14-j. Hopelessness and despair
educational 15-1. Difficulty supporting play
support 15-3. Ambiguity of Intervention
15-4. Interactions

2-b-1. Soothing a crying Child
2-b-2. Mediating peer arguments
2-b-3. Balancing between old and new members in the class
5-a-1. Difficulties with understanding child's needs
6-b. Dealing with immersion/attention and neglected child
6-c. Safety
6-d. Physical fatigue
7-b. Infants/toddlers who need more of a teacher's touch
8-a-1. Fear of accidents
Burden of  9-b. Classrooms without instruction
infant caring  9-c. Physical and mental exhaustion
10-b. Difficulties with physical pain and exhaustion
11-a. Concerns about child safety
11-b. Difficulty implementing the curriculum
11-d. Physical space issues
11-e. Difficulties due to climatic conditions
13-a. Emotional labor due to children' impulsive behavior and lack of physical control
13-b. Caring for various needs of children at the same time
14-h. Health abnormalities
15-2. Individuality of infants/toddler

1-a. Daily tasks

1-b. Extended working hours

1-c. Errors coming from online

1-d. Reminders for everyone in the family

2-c-1. Collaborate with colleagues

2-c-2. Talking to the head teacher

3-a. Another extra work

3-b. Take photos for showcasing

3-c. Interruptions in curriculum implementation

3-d. Pictures posted are compared

5-b-1. Difficulties in relationships with colleagues

6-a. Already overwhelmed with back-to-childcare center season

7-c. The pressure to do it all

7-d. The struggle of pulling double duty alone

7-e. I wish I had a choice

8-a-3. Blaming the teacher for child leaving

8-b-1. Feeling depressed alone

8-b-3. Burnout and emotional exhaustion due to frequent nervousness among fellow teachers

8-d-1. The different ways to manage childcare centers

10-c. Difficulties with team teaching in infant classes

13-c. Emotional labor of staying in a limited space and not being able to communicate with
colleagues

14-c. Poor work environment

14-f. Unprofessional management of childcare center

15-5. Excessive workload

Excessive
workload

3¢ The ‘2-a-1’ means that ‘references id-theme of the reference-sub theme of the reference’.
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