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Abstract

As countries around the world are strengthening regulatory barriers in the name of protecting their own
industries and enhancing hygiene and safety of food, it is becoming an obstacle to expanding seafood
exports. Unlike tariffs that are easy to quantify, NTBs operate in different forms, such as laws and
systems in each country, making it difficult to understand the contents and find solutions due to
complexity. Therefore, in this study, we analyzed the current status of the WTO's SPS and TBT
notifications and seafood product import refusals data and restriction cases in major countries to understand
the global trend of seafood NTBs, and the actual trade barriers that our seafood export industry is actually
facing. Through this, we aimed to suggest implications for proactive measures against NTBs in major
exporting countries. According to the analysis, the main reason for the import refusal of Korean seafood is
the ingredient issue, which does not meet the standards for each country. This means that special efforts
of export companies are required. In addition, this study examined the cases of NTBs to seafood in major
countries. They can be categorized into seven types, including different standards from those in Korea,
sanitary and quarantine systems, food labeling regulations, etc. Through in-depth research for each case,
countermeasures were derived. As a result, non-tariff barriers are expected to continue to expand and
strengthen in the future, so to enhance the competitiveness of Korean seafood and expand exports, it is
necessary to strengthen monitoring of regulatory barriers in export target countries and expand the
provision of information such as regular training and consulting so that companies can prepare in advance.
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<Table 1> Research methodology overview

Contents
2019~2023
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Refusal Items, Country of Origin,
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Date, Reason
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7 people from Seafood
Exporter(Gim, Halibut, Fishcake
Targets
Expert etc), Seafood Export Support
Interviews Organization, Academia
and Methods In-person, over the phone, etc.
Advice Cases of Major NTB to Seafood
Products, Categorization
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Verification, Countermeasures,
etc
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[Fig. 1] Accumulated number of WTO notifications
in the seafood sector (1995~2023).
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[Fig. 2] Objectives SPS notifications in the seafood
sector(2019~2023).
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[Fig. 3] Objectives TBT notifications in the seafood
sector(2019~2023).
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<Table 2> Types of import refusal

Category Contents

When food is deteriorated due to
pollutants, poor temperature
control, or decomposition

food spoilage

Ingredients When hazardous toxic
(forbidden, substances(Salmonella, histamine,
exceeding etc.) are detected or exceeded the
reference) acceptable threshold
Labeling/Packaging When labeling and packaging

forms do not meet the criteria

Where manufactured, processed,
packaged, and stored in an
unsanitary environment

Non-compliance
with standards

When required documents
(quarantine certificate, sanitation
certificate, etc.) and information

are omitted

Others -

Lack of papers
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<Table 3> Trend of major countries’ import
refusal of Korean seafood(2019~2023)

Category 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Number 8 16 8 9 11
Japan Ratio 7.3% 15.7% 58% 7.0% 10.4%
Ranking 3rd 3rd 7th Sth 3rd
Number 18 7 38 19 13
China Ratio 93% 1.5% 55% 2.0% 2.4%
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Number 45 29 13 11 72
USA Ratio 37% 39% 14% 14% 8.6%
Ranking 7th 8th  11th 17th  5th
Number 1 1 0 2 0
EU Ratio 0.7% 1.0% - 1.7% -
Ranking 24th  21th - 11th -
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<Table 4> Cases of Non-tariff Barriers to Korean Seafood by Category

Key Cases

Representative Damage

Seaweed Hygiene Standards for the Number of Bacterial

Import Refusal

Category
Different Standards _China
from Domestic ones  EU

Iodine Standards for Seaweed Products

Recall

Sanitary and

Japan Strengthening of Hygiene and Quarantine Inspections of Halibut Decrease in Exports

Quarantine System  China

Pre-examination and Quarantine Permit System

Unable to Export

Food Labeling Canada Recall on Allergen Unmarked Fish Cake Recall
Regulations USA Proposition 65 of Seaweed in California Lawsuit or Fine
EU Catch Certification System Export Restrictions

Traceability System

Seafood Import Monitoring Program

Add Procedure

Insufficient Documents China

Import Refusal due to Insufficient Documentation

Import Refusal

Import Quota Japan

Import Quota on Seafood

Export Restrictions

International ASEAN

Halal Certification System

Decrease in Exports

Certification System Ryssia

TRCU Certification System

Unable to Export
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