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An Analysis of the Operational Status of Customized Programs in the
Neulbom School and Instructors’ Perceptions
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Abstract

This study aimed to examine the operational status of customized programs in the Neulbom School
during the early stage of policy implementation and analyze differences in instructors’ perceptions
according to their general characteristics. The study included 1,553 customized programs operated across
303 elementary schools in B Metropolitan City and 232 Neulbom School instructors. Data on instructors’
perceptions were collected through an online survey, and statistical analyses were conducted using SPSS
v.25. The conclusions of this study are as follows. First, over 80% of the programs were concentrated in
the arts, physical education, and creative convergence/play domains. In contrast, programs related to digital
and future technologies accounted for a relatively small proportion, which likely reflects the developmental
characteristics of the lower-grade elementary students targeted by the programs. Second, analysis of
instructors’ perceptions revealed statistically significant differences according to age, education level, and
teaching experience. Program domain analysis showed that instructors in the arts, physical education, and
creative convergence/play domains perceived program-related problems and areas for improvement more
strongly than those in other domains. These results provide practical implications for the stable operation
of customized programs in the Neulbom School.
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<Table 1> Status of Customized Neulbom Program by Disrtict at the B Metropolitan Office of Education

. Number Number of programs by Area(%)

Education Total ; . .

office 0 Programs Subj ect—Base/ . Arts/ . Digital/ Creative
School Education Physical Education Future Technology = Convergence/Play

Southern 56 281 41(14.6) 118(42.0) 10(3.6) 112(39.8)
Western 55 306 42(13.7) 155(50.6) 14(4.6) 95(31.1)
Northern 68 346 40(11.6) 161(46.5) 15(4.3) 130(37.6)
Dongnae 60 291 46(15.8) 123(42.3) 14(4.8) 108(37.1)
Haeundae 64 329 49(14.9) 144(43.8) 25(7.6) 111(33.7)
Total 303 1,553 218(14.1) 701(45.1) 78(5.0) 556(35.8)
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<Table 2> Detailed Operational Status of Customized Neulbom Program Types in B Metropolitan City

Major Category Subcategory(Area) Detailed Subject N N(%)
Korean / Language 128
Subject-Based/ Basic Academic Skills Mathematics /'Thinking Skills 33 218 218
Education Programs Enhancement English / (14.1)
Second Foreign Language / 37
Chinese Characters
Instrument Performance / Theory 57
Music Vocal Music / Choir 14 151
Integrated Music / Play 80
| Aits/ Physical Activity / Play 230 701
Physical Education . . (45.1)
Programs Physical Education Sports 39 290 .
Dance / Gymnastics 21
Painting / Sculpt 217
Visual Arts ANE L 2C0 p e 258
Crafts / Making 41
o Computational Thinkin ~ Coding / Software Education 45 45
Digital/ 78
Future Technology Convergence / 3D / Maker 15 3 (5.0)
Programs Production Technology Robotics / Drones 18 '
Reading / Writing / Discussion 131
Language / :
Communication Speech / Presentation 33 239
Competency Play-based English / 75
Foreign Language
Creative Mathematics / Thinking
: Skills 150
Creative Convergence/ Mathematical / 556
Play Programs athematica Board Games / Manipulatives 86 272 (35.8)
Inquiry Competency : - -
Science Experiments / Ecological 36
Environment
History / Culture 13
Other Creative Activities Integrated Arts / Performance 14 45
Creative / Play Activities 18
Total 1,553(100)
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<Table 3> General Characteristics of Neulbom Instructors in B Metropolitan City (n=232)
General Characteristics Division N %
Male 46 19.8
Gender Female 186 80.2
20s - -
30s 69 29.7
Age
40s 119 51.3
50s and above 44 19.0
Associate degree 4 1.7
Educational Level Bachelor's degree 165 71.1
Master’s degree 63 272
Less than 1 year 13 5.6
Teaching Experience 1~4 years 64 276
xperi
g =xp 5-9 years 79 34.1
10 years or more 76 32.8
Subject-Based / Education 35 15.1
) Arts / Physical Education 86 37.1
Instructional Area o
Digital / Future Technology 39 16.8
Creative Convergence / Play 72 31.0
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<Table 4> Gender Differences in Perceptions of Customized Programs (n=232)
Perception Division N M SD t
. Male 46 3.64 .625
Program Operation Female 136 37 913 -.751
L Male 46 3.64 622
Instructor Professionalism Fermale 136 368 967 -.330
Male 46 3.22 .508
Problems Female 186 3.13 562 o7
. Male 46 3.69 .520
Improvement Strategies Fermale T3 394 Sen -.589
<Table 5> Age Differences in Perceptions of Customized Programs (n=232)
Perception Division N M SD F Scheffé
30s 69 3.34 .650
Program Operation 40s 119 3.64 .895 29.783%** a,b<c
50+ 44 4.47 552
30s 69 3.17 732
Instructor Professionalism 40s 119 3.68 .849 33.107*** a<b<c
50+ 44 443 779
30s 69 3.04 471
Problems 40s 119 3.10 .554 8.835%*x* a,b<c
50+ 44 3.45 572
30s 69 3.55 .509
Improvement Strategies 40s 119 3.66 .561 22.499%** ab<c
50+ 44 4.20 437

%% a(30s), b(40s), c(50+)
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<Table 6> Differences in Educational Level in Perceptions of Customized Programs (n=232)
Perception Division N Mean SD F Game-Howell
Associate 4 3.30 .840
Program Operation Bachelor's degree 165 3.56 .909 14.330%* b<c
Master’s degree 63 4.11 567
Associate 4 3.75 525
Instructor Professionalism Bachelor's degree 149 3.46 .888 19.503%* b<c
Master’s degree 54 421 742
Associate 4 3.10 739
Problems Bachelor's degree 149 3.11 579 2.044 -
Master’s degree 54 3.26 454
Associate 4 3.50 184
Improvement Strategies Bachelor's degree 149 3.68 .570 5.728* ?;c’
Master’s degree 54 3.89 .565 ¢

% a(Associate), b(Bachelor’s degree), c(Master’s degree)
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<Table 7> Differences in Teaching Experience in Perceptions of Customized Programs (n=232)
Perception Division N Mean SD F Scheffé
Less than 1 year 13 2.03 303
i 1~4 years 64 3.35 735
Program Operation 42.297*%%*  a<b<c,d
5~9 years 79 3.84 713
10 years or more 76 4.16 .690
Less than 1 year 13 2.13 250
L 1~4 years 64 2.92 .555
Instructor Professionalism 79.087*** a<b<c,d
5~9 years 79 4.02 473
10 years or more 76 4.20 .861
Less than 1 year 13 2.12 173
1~4 64 2.94 422
Problems —— 336834 a<b<cd
5~9 years 79 3.27 433
10 years or more 76 3.38 .549
Less than 1 year 13 2.76 276
. 1~4 years 64 3.56 .508
Improvement Strategies 27.537#** a<b<d
5~9 years 79 3.76 482
10 years or more 76 4.01 518
% a(Less than 1 year), b(1~4 years), c¢(5~9 years), d(10 years or more) ***p<.001
<Table 8> Differences in Perceptions of Customized Programs by Instructional Area (n=232)
Perception Division N M SD F Scheffé
Subject-Based/Education 35 3.54 .944
. Arts/Physical Education 86 3.79 .881
Program Operation - 1.699 -
Digital/Future Technology 39 3.50 .860
Creative Convergence/Play 72 3.80 786
Subject-Based/Education 35 3.70 1.200
. . Arts/Physical Education 86 3.69 953
Instructor Professionalism — .057 -
Digital/Future Technology 39 3.65 818
Creative Convergence/Play 72 3.64 738
Subject-Based/Education 35 2.81 461
Arts/Physical Education 86 3.30 571
Problems — 7.521%** a<b,d
Digital/Future Technology 39 3.06 452
Creative Convergence/Play 72 3.18 .549
Subject-Based/Education 35 3.44 .647
. Arts/Physical Education 86 3.90 538
Improvement Strategies — 6.708*** a<b,d
Digital/Future Technology 39 3.59 .619
Creative Convergence/Play 72 3.76 474

% a(Subject-Based/Education), b(Arts/Physical Education), c(Digital/Future Technology), d(Creative Convergence/Play) ***p<.001

2 A2 ZolE: BA%E A= <Table 8>3 2 Q1A(F=0.057, p>.05)°l= BAIHSZ {2t 2
9 UE AA(F=1.699, p>.05) ZAF AEA ol7F uERA] &9kt wbE EAE 14
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