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Abstract

As Hallyu continues its global proliferation, the demand for Korean language acquisition has seen an
unprecedented surge. Taiwan, as a foundational hub where Hallyu first gained momentum and maintains
enduring popularity, provides a critical socio-cultural context for this phenomenon; however, empirical
research examining the nexus between Hallyu content consumption and Korean language learning intention
among Taiwanese individuals remains insufficient. Integrating the Input Hypothesis, Uses and Gratifications
Theory, and the Theory of Planned Behavior, this study investigates the multidimensional antecedents
influencing Korean language learning intention among Taiwanese adults (N=435). Exploratory Factor
Analysis (EFA) identified five primary motivations for consuming Hallyu content: Emotional Closeness,
Interest, Social Interaction, Understanding Korea, and Celebrity Preference. Furthermore, a five-step
hierarchical regression analysis revealed that within the framework of the Extended Theory of Planned
Behavior, perceived behavioral control, attitude, and subjective norms were significant positive predictors of
learning intention, whereas group norms exerted a significant negative influence. Regarding consumption
patterns and demographic characteristics, the usage volume of SNS (e.g., YouTube), documentaries, and
dramas significantly predicted learning intention. Additionally, the 'Interest' motivation (-), gender (female),
and age (-) were identified as significant predictors. Based on these findings, this study proposes practical
strategies and implications to enhance Korean language learning engagement within the Taiwanese context.

Key words : Hallyu content consumption, Input hypothesis, Uses and gratifications, Theory of planned behavior,
Korean language learning
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<Table 2> Exploratory Factor Analysis of Hallyu Consumption Motivations
Components
Factor | Factor | Factor | Factor | Factor
1 2 3 4 5
Factor 1. Emotional Familiarity/Affinity( @ =.85, M=3.21, SD=.81).
Because I find Korean values relatable/comfortable .76 A2 23 24 13
Because the content aligns with the sentiments of my country 75 A5 32 .03 .10
Because the setting is similar to the reality of my country 73 .16 32 .02 .10
Because the content does not feel foreign or alien .62 35 .00 .19 A1
Factor 2. Entertainment/Interest( @ =.85, M=4.21, SD=.54).
Because it is fun to watch -.03 75 17 -.06 .19
Because it provides interesting spectacles/attractions -.04 74 .07 .10 22
Because the content is novel and unique .04 71 .10 22 -.07
Because there is a wide variety of content types I enjoy 13 .67 .00 .20 .29
To spend time enjoyably .03 .63 32 -.00 23
Because the subject matter/themes are appealing .15 .62 .03 31 29
Factor 3. Social Interaction( @ =.85, M=3.22, SD=.92).
Because it provides topics for conversation with others 33 .01 .80 .10 .06
To strengthen relationships with others 34 -.01 75 A1 A1
Because friends or acquaintances recommended it 20 18 .65 .09 A5
Factor 4. Understanding Korea ( @=.79, M=3.86, SD=.75)
To learn about Korean culture and lifestyle A1 23 14 1 23
To obtain information and knowledge through the content 28 13 35 .64 17
Due to curiosity or interest in Korean content .14 38 -.00 .61 31
Factor 5. Celebrity Preference (@ =.85, M=4.05, SD=.81)
To see my favorite celebrities 12 18 12 15 .85
Because I like the celebrities appearing in the content .14 27 .06 .20 .82
Because I can watch celebrities I am interested in .08 28 .06 27 .74
Because the lead actors/actresses are attractive .14 31 23 .07 .73
Eigenvalue 5.72 5.17 427 4.11 3.49
Variance Explained (%) 15.88 14.35 11.86 11.42 9.70
Cumulative Variance (%) 15.88 3024 42.10 53.52 63.22
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<Table 3> Determinants of Korean Language Learning Intention Among Taiwanese

stEolof olxl= FF

o =
g ez

Model 1 Model 2 Model 3 Model 4 Model 5
B SE t B SE t B SE t B SE t B SE t
Demogra Gender 21 12 4587 17 .10 44077 17 .10 44277 16 .10 4457 07 .09 234
phics Age -22 .01 474 17 01 4347 -14 01 3777 -12 01 323" -06 01 -197
Drama A1 07 2397 05 07 107 05 07 106 .09 .06 232
Variety Shows A1 05 242 08 05 176 04 05 95 -03 .04 -08
K-pop Contents 19 05 4107 17 05 37677 15 06 34177 06 .04 154
Movies 0 06 71 02 06 54 01 06 24 .03 .05 70
Hallyu Animation -03 06 -57 -02 .06 -3 .00 .06 -08 .04 .05 11
Content o s P "
e Documentary 23 06 448 18 .06 3.2 13 06 273 10 04 254
onsum
ption TV Broadcasting 09 05 204 05 05 124 04 05 93 00 04 07
OTT Services 09 06 193 05 06 110 05 06 108 .03 .05 .68
(Netflix, etc.)
Social Media 14 05 338" 10 .05 250 08 .05 203 .1 .04 320"
(YouTube, etc.)
Emotional Familiarity 15 .07 3107 03 .08 .54 05 06 123
Hallyu 1 orest/Entertainment 04 11 73 03 A1 =55 -1l .09 270"
Consum
ption Social Interaction -.05 06 -1.15 -07 .06 -1.50 -.04 .05 -1.04
Motivati (jnderstanding Korea 10 08 209 08 08 165 .04 07 &
ons
Celebrity Preference .09 08 1.80° .08 .07 1.62 .03 .06 .76
Psycholo  Cultural Distance A8 08 3217 06 07 132
gical
Distance  Social Distance 18 .08 3977 -02 07 -45
Attitude 23 .09 427
Theory o =
of Subjective Norm 17 .08  3.07
Planned  pereeived Behavioral o
Behavior Control 36 07769
(TPB)
Group Norm -10 .08 207
Adjusted R? .094 408 452 495 .645
AR? - 314 044 043 150

Model F (dfl, df?)

F(2, 432)=23.41

ook

ook

F(11, 423)=2820 " F(16, 418)=23.41

Ees

F(18,416)=24.60

ok

F(22,412)=36.85

Fhk

Note:. N=435. SE=Standard Error. p<.1, *p<.05, **p<.01, ***p<.001

All values except for R? are rounded to two decimal places.
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p<.05)°] TRk12]
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sfrolmel fov gt

18- B=11, p<0l), T+t
o] §7H f=.10, p<.05), Z&v} o] $7H R
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