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Perceptions of Organic Seafood Companies on Organic Equivalence
Arrangements: A Focus on the EU Equivalency Agreement
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Abstract

This study examines the production and certification status of organic seafood products and analyzes
firms’ perceptions of international equivalence agreements, with a focus on Korea-EU fisheries trade. The
results show that the industry is highly concentrated in seaweed products, particularly laver, and is
dominated by small and medium-sized enterprises. Organic certification is recognized as a strategic tool for
quality improvement and market expansion, while high certification costs and administrative complexity
remain major constraints. Exports are concentrated in seasoned laver and limited to a few markets, and no
exports to the EU were observed due to institutional barriers. Firms show relatively high awareness of
equivalence agreements and expect potential export expansion if such agreements are extended. Given the
lack of official statistics on organic processed seafood, this study indirectly estimates export effects based
on overall fisheries trade data. The findings suggest potential for export expansion, alongside key
challenges such as certification costs, raw material supply, and regulatory compliance.
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Source: Internal data from the KMI Overseas Market
Analysis Center

[Fig. 1] Korea-EU Export Trends (2010-2024).
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[Fig. 2] Korea—EU Import Trends (2010-2024).
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<Table 1> Survey Contents

Category Survey Items
Production volume of organic processed seafood products in 2024 and its share of total production
Export status of organic processed seafood products, including export products, destination countries,
Status of
) and export volumes
Organc  Motivation for obtaining organic certification
seagood Difficulties encountered during the process of obtaining organic certification
products

Difficulties related to organic certification during the export process

Annual cost of maintaining organic certification

Awareness of international equivalency agreements

Preferred partner countries for equivalency agreements and reasons for selecting them

Perceptions

Perceived contribution of equivalency agreements to export expansion

of ;

. Expected effects of equivalency agreements
equivalency - - e - e : - -
agreements Willingness to obtain or maintain organic certification if an equivalency agreement is established

Expected difficulties following the implementation of equivalency agreements

Suggestions regarding international equivalency agreements for organic certification
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<Table 2> General characteristics of the survey

Category Item Number of Cases %

Total All respondents 40 100

Export status of organic Exporting 16 40.0

processed seafood products Not exporting 24 60.0

. Laver (Gim) 34 85.0

Orgam;'si:afood products Sea mustard (Miyeok) 17 42.5

(multiple responses) Kelp (Dashima) 4 10.0

Dried laver 15 37.5

Seasoned laver 12 30.0

Dried sea mustard 7 17.5

Roasted laver 6 15.0

Processed products (multiple Sea mustard powder 4 10.0

responses) Salted sea mustard 4 10.0

Dried kelp 2 5.0

Kelp powder 2. 5.0

Cut dried sea mustard 2 5.0

Seasoned laver (traditional salted type) 1 2.5

Jeonnam 34 85.0

Location Chungcheong 5 12.5

Jeonbuk 1 2.5
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<Table 3> Trends in Laver Exports to the EU

Share of Seasoned

Value Volume
Year s 1,000)  (tons) ;ag;grg 5(;%)
2022 30459 1,135.3 90.6%
2023 37,128 1,338.1 92.3%
2024 51,064 1,440.8 92.1%

Source: Internal data from the Overseas Market Analysis Center,
Korea Maritime Institute (KMI)
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<Table 4> Analysis of the Effects of EU
Equivalence Recognition on Laver
Category Value (USD  Volume AversrgizeUmt
1,000) (tons) (USD/ke)
Seasoned
Laver (HS
2008995010), 39,551 1,305 30.0
3-year average
Organic (5%) 2,553 72.0 354
Organic (10%) 5,107 144.1 354
Organic (20%) 10,215 288.2 354

Source: Author’s compilation based on KMI Overseas Market
Analysis Center internal data
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