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A Study on the Effectiveness of Basic Safety Training for Coastal and
Offshore Fishing Vessel

Yoon-Won CHOI - Jang-Won CHO - Ki-Sun KIM¥

Korea Institute of Maritime and Fisheries Technology(professor)

Abstract

The incidence of occupational accidents (death and disappearance) in coastal and offshore fishing vessels
during recent 5 years (2017-2021) was found to be 4.5 times higher than ocean-going fishing vessels. The
study aims to propose policies that enhance safety training effectiveness for coastal and offshore fishers by
analyzing the current training and supervision system. This analysis is intended to reduce marine accidents
among coastal and offshore fishers. Problems of the training system identified from the findings are that of the
application scope of those subject to the basic safety training (ratings) in [Table 5-5] of Enforcement Rule of the
Seafarers Act and that of exemption from basic safety training pursuant to Remarks No. 4. Also, a problem of
supervisory system was identified that domestic and foreign ratings in coastal and offshore fishing vessels failed
to complete basic safety training due to the provision of official exemption. Hence, as methods for improvement
thereof, this study proposed that the scope of those subject to basic safety training (fishing vessel ratings) be
expanded to fishing vessels with gross tonnage of 20 tons or higher as in the Seafarers Act, and that the
provision of exemption from basic safety training (ratings) in [Table 5-5] Remarks 4 of Enforcement Rule of the
Seafarers Act be deleted. And as a method for the improvement of supervisory system, this study proposed that
the provision of exemption from official approval of seafarers’ list for the ratings of coastal and offshore
fishing vessels should be deleted as a way to secure executive power for basic safety training for domestic and
foreign ratings of coastal and offshore fishing vessels.

Key words : Fishing vessel, Basic safety training, Exemption of official approval of seafarers’ list
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<Table 4> Status of basic safety training for
rating of fishing vessel

BST for rating of BSTR for rating
fishing vessel of fishing vessel

2015 427 0
2016 692 0
2017 365 25
2018 321 0
2019 298 0
2020 273 2
2021 389 0
2022 818 1
Total 3,583 28

BST : Basic safety training course(period : 2 days)
BSTR : Basic safety training course refresher(period : 1

day)
Source: Korea Institute of Maritime and Fisheries

Technology(KIMFT), 2023
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<Table 5> Status of crew injured in fishing vessel

Ocean-going fishing  Coastal/Offshore

vessel fishing vessel

Injured Crew Ig: )e Injured Crew lgt)e B

(No) (No) it (No) (No) o
2017 3 1,406 2.1 51 14,020 3.6 1.7
2018 1 1,397 0.7 54 13,982 3.8 54
2019 1 1,369 0.7 54 13,666 3.9 5.4
2020 1 1,232 0.8 88 13,743 6.4 7.9
2021 2 1,151 1.7 56 13,534 4.1 24
Ave. 1.6 - 1.2 60.6 - 436 4.5
Source: MOF, [Korean seafarer's statistical year bookJ ,
2022

*Injured: The sum of dead and missing
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