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A Study on the Relationship between ‘Harmony’ and ‘Beauty’ in Aesthetic
Objects in Aesthetic Thought before Confucius in China

Jong-Won JANG'

TTongmyong University(professor)

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to investigate the relationship between harmony and beauty in the objects
of aesthetics before Confucius in China in order to illuminate the prototype of modern harmonious beauty.
Beauty can exist only in the unity of the diversity of things. This unification of diversity is called
‘harmony’. That is why 'beauty' is inseparable from 'harmony'. Beauty exists in 'harmony' and also in the
interpenetration and unification of opposing sides. In terms of the development of aesthetic consciousness
throughout China's history, the idea of 'harmony' as beauty most typically embodies the ideal of Chinese

‘classical beauty'.

Key words : Aesthetic thought, Object of aesthetics, Harmony, Beauty
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<Table 1> Comparison of harmony and beauty between Ancient China and Ancient Greeks

Division Difference

Common ground Advocate

Ancient China .
human affection and sense

The embodiment and symbol of

Shibé, Anying, Chicha

Ancient Greeks Natural science perspective

Harmonious unity
Pythagoras, Heraclitus,

Socrates, Aristotle

Source : Researcher writing, 2023.
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